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N’ara Heaina Ce. Benaukoro
Nocty — NpenoaobHa Mapisn
€runeTtcKa

The Fifth Sunday of the Great
Fast — St. Mary of Egypt

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«BnarocnoseHHu bor, wo a6ae npo
cnaciHHSA nroaen.»

Y M’aty Heainto Cs. Bennkoro Mocty
MpaBocnaBHa LlepKBa CBATKYE Nam’aTb XKiHKW,
Wwo nicnAa 17 niT po3nycHOro XUTTa B
OnekcaHAapii B ErvnTi 3Halwna 6naroaatb
NOKaAHHA B Epycanmmi npu Xpami BockpeciHHA
focnoaHboro i NoTim nposesia Maixe 50 niTy
nycTvHi 3a MopaaHoM y AyXOBHUX Noasurax Ta
papocrTi.

Posnosigb npo xutra Cs. Mapii 6yna ycHum
nepeaaHHAM MoHaxiB AokK CB. CoppoHii,
MaTpiapx EpycanmMmcbKnin, Hanucas MOro y 6-my
cTonitTi. Moro onosis lepomoHax Cs. 30cuma,
AKMM 3yCTpIB il B NYCTUHI Hachigyto4um 3BmMyak
Moro moHacTmpsa, no Akomy OTLi NoKMAanm
MoHacTup y Heginto NpowweHHs, wob
3MaraTucA Ha camoTi B MYCTUHI | NOBepHYTUCA
Ha BepbHy Heginto, w06 pasom BigCBATKYBATH
CtpacHuit TuxkaeHs i Macxy.

Ha 20-ui1 feHb Moro nogsury BiH nobayns Ha

"Blessed is God Who cares for men’s
salvation.”

On the Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast
the Orthodox Church commemorates a
woman who, after 17 years of licentious
living in Alexandria in Egypt, found the
grace of repentance in Jerusalem at the
Church of the Holy Resurrection and
spent nearly 50 years in the desert
beyond the Jordan in spiritual labour
and rejoicing.

The account of St. Mary’s life was an
oral tradition passed on by monks until
St. Sophronius, the Patriarch of
Jerusalem, wrote it down in the 6th
century. Her story was told by a
hieromonk, St. Zosimas, who met her in
the desert as he followed the tradition of
his monastery which was that the
fathers would leave the monastery on
Forgiveness Sunday to struggle alone in
the desert and return on Palm Sunday to
celebrate together the Holy Week and
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ropi NocTaTb NOANHU CNEYEHOT COHLEM i3
KOPOTKUM Binnm Bosoccam. Konm BiH
HamaraBcs NPMBAN3UTUCH LLe MeLlKaHelb
NYCTUHI KNIMKHYB 4,0 HbOTO NO iMEHi, NPoXarun
Wo6 BiH KMHYB i cBil nnawy, wob npukputw ii
HaroTy, 60 K o4exa, 3 AKOK BOHA NpULLNG B
NyCTUHIO faBHO ToMmy byna posnanaca. Toai aBa
CBATLI BNanu ogHe nepeg, 4pyrum, Npocsayu
ojHe Bif, oaHoro bnarocnoseHHA. O. 3ocnma
3HaB, WO BiH 3HalLWOB 3eMHOro AHrena B ocobi
Mapii a BoHa waHyBana 1oro, Ak CBALLEHMKA
FocnogHix TaiH.

Ha ocTtaHKy BOHa Taku nigaanacs i
nobnarocnosuna o. 30CMMy C/IOBaMMU:
«bnarocnoseHHu bor, Wo A6ae Npo cnaciHHA
nogein». ToAi BOHA pO3MoBiaa NPO CBOE XUTTA,
npo Te AK BOHa nposesia 17 AiT CBOro 1oHoro
KUTTA B HENOraMoBaHOMY NMOTOHi 33 YYTTEBMMU
Hacon04aMM i AK BOHA Npobyaunack Ao
cBigomocrTi ii 6e3HagiliHOoro cTaHy, KoAu BoHa
BigBigana Epycannm i HeBnanmma neperoposa
He gasana ii BBiiTM B Xpam CB. BocKpeciHHA.
BoHa Togi po3Kasnack Ta nomoannachb Ao
boxoi Matepi, nicnsa 4yoro neperoposa 3HMKAA i
BOHA 3MOr/1a NOKNOHUTUCA XpecTy
focnogHbOMY.

Toai Mapisi noKMHyna cBiT, Wob npoXxueaTn B
NycTUHI, cayxatounce fonocy, AKMIM cKasas ii, Wo
BOHA Tam 3Halae 4yaoBuM cnokiit. Mepwmnx 17
NIT 6yNn nepenoBHEHI Ba*KKMM 3MaraHHaM,
wob BignokyTyBaTV 17 POKIB FPilLHOrO XMUTTS, a
TOAi, BOHa CKa3ana, BOHa yBiliLlia B CTaH, B
Akomy «boxa Matn gonomarae meHiy
Bcbomy». Konun Cs. Mapia nomonnnaco 3a CBIiTY
nocayxy npoxaHHto Cs. 30cMmHu, BOHA
nigHecnacs 3 3emi 6ibl AK Ha cTin. Koan Tol
nepesaKkaBca AyMatoyK, Wo BoHa MabyTb
AKMICb NPMBUA, TO BOHA MOMOANAACH i BiH
TaKOX NigHicca 3 3emii.

BoHa nopocuna oTuA NOBEpPHYTMCA Yepes PiK i
npuHectu ii CeaTi TalHK, WO BiH i 3pobuB. Konu
BiH MOBEPHYBCA 3HOBY Yepes piK, TO BXke
3HaMLWOoB ii Tino, a 6ina ronosu ii Taknit Hanuc:
«OT14e 3ocumo! NMoxopoHM Ha UbOMy MicLi Tino
cmupeHHoi Mapii. lMosepHU 0 3emni, Te Wo

Pascha.

On the twentieth day of his struggle he
saw a human figure on a hill, burnt
black by the sin, with short white hair.
As he sought to draw near the desert-
dweller cried out to him by name, asking
that he throw her his cloak to cover her
nakedness since the clothes with which
she had come to the desert had long
since fallen apart. Then the two holy
souls fell down before each other, each
asking for the other’s blessing. Fr.
Zosimas knew that he had met an
earthly angel in Mary. She honoured him
as a priest of the Lord’s Mysteries.

Finally she relented and blessed Fr.
Zosimas with the words: “Blessed is God
Who care for men’s salvation.” She then
recounted her life to him, saying how
she had spent 17 years of her life living
in unbridled sensuality and how she had
awakened to the realization of her
desperate state when as a visitor in
Jerusalem she found herself prevented
by an invisible shield from entering the
Church of the Resurrection. She had
prayed to the Mother of God in
repentance, at which time the shield
was lifted and she was able to venerate
the Lord’s Cross.

Mary then left the world to live in the
desert, obeying a voice that told her she
would find glorious peace there. The first
seventeen years were years of intense
struggle to make up for the seventeen
years of sin and then, she said, she
entered a state in which “The Mother of
God helps me in everything”. As Mary
prayed for the world in obedience to Fr.
Zosima’s request she stood in the air
more than a foot from the ground. When
he feared she might be an apparition,
she prayed and he too was lifted off the
earth.

She asked him to return in a year and
bring her the Holy Mysteries which he
did. When he returned again a year later
he found her body with the following




3emHe. Monuca bory 3a meHe. Al ynokoinacb y
nepLUmMii feHb KBITHA, Y CaMy Hi4 ClacUTeNbHUX
CtpacTeit XpuCTOBMX Nicna NPUAHATTA TaliHOI
Beuepi.» CB 30cMMma BMKOHAB ii NPOXaHHA 33
[0MNOMOrOI0 /IEBa, WO BUIPib AMY A1A LbOro.

LUepksa npuragye Ham npo uto CBATY CbOroAHi,
o6 3a0X0TUTK Hac, WO HaBiTb MU, AKi
NOCTIMHO rPILIMMO Y HEYYTIMBOCTI MOXKEMO
3HAMTU WAAX A0 NOKaAHHA, AKWoO byaemo
YBaX*XHUMM A0 Lboro. Hexail gonomoske Ham
focnoapb 3HANTW L0 NACKy CbOroAHi i Tak
NMPOKUTU PELUTY KUTTA HALLOTO B CMUPEHHOCTI
Ta NOKasHHI, Wob 3HaNTK CNOKIN ANnA Hawunx
AyW i ANA TUX, AKUX XKUTTA TOPKAE HaLle XKUTTA.
AMiHb.

inscription written on the ground beside
her head: "Abba Zosimas, bury on this
spot the body of humble Mary. Return to
dust what is dust. Pray to the Lord for
me. I reposed on the first day of April,
on the very night of the saving Passion
of Christ, after partaking of the Mystical
Supper." St. Zosimas did as she asked
with the help of a lion who dug her
grave.

The Church reminds us of this Saint
today to encourage us in the knowledge
that even we who sin in all insensibility
can still find the way to repentance if we
seek to be alert to it. May the Lord help
us find this grace this very day and so
live the remainder of our lives loving
humility and repentance and thus find
peace for our souls and for those whose
lives touch ours. Amen.




