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Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost: Evil -
Unmasked!
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Y cborogHiwHin €saHrenii (Martsia 8:28-
9:1), MM MOXEMO MNoYyTu rosoc 3na. Bin
noxoauTb Big 6iciB, WO onaHyBanu ABOX
YOJ10BIKiB 3 3eMni NagapUHCBLKOI, AKUX
Nocnoab Icyc BU3BONUB 3 TXHBLOIO
CTpalHOro NOHEBONEHHSA: «Koaun
BM)KEHEL Hac, TO NOLUJIM HAc Yy TOM rypT
cBuHen.» Lli cnoBa 6araTto nokasywoTb
HaM — BOHUW Aal0Tb 3MOry Mi3HaTKH, WO
Take 310 Mo CBOiN npupoai.

CartaHy Ta noro cnyr, 6ysae,
npeacTaBNAlOTb, 9K repoidHi nocrarTi.
Hanpuknag - poMaHTUYHUIA ONKC Y
MinbToHa «3arybneHun pan». Moxnmeo
Yy/sIN MW TOW BUCHIB, KOO A€ aBTOp
CaTtaHi: «Kpalle Bonogitn B nekni umm
cny>xuntn B Hebi». Tyt Boxuin
CYNpPOTUBHUK 3BYYUTb HEHaue §K
repoiYHMiA NOBCTaHeLb, WO 60peTbC 3a
csobony NoTu CcTaTyc-KBO, NPOTH
rHobuTens. I Tak Burnaga€e HeHave us
NocTaTb 3aC/yroBy€E Ha 3axonnaeHHs, abo
LoHalMeHwe Ha cniBdyTTs. I gincHo,
nonynspHa pok-rpyna «PoniHr CToH3»
CTBOPWAM TiT Ha U TeMY nig

In today's Gospel reading (Matthew 8:28-
9:1), we may hear the voice of evil
speaking. It comes from the demons
possessing the two men from Gadara,
whom Jesus was about to free from their
horrible bondage: "If you are going to
drive us out, send us into that herd of
pigs" (Today's English Version). These
words are revealing. They give us a
glimpse into what evil is really about.

Satan and his servants are sometimes
presented as rather heroic characters.
There is the romantic picture in Milton's
"Paradise Lost". We may have heard the
statement the author gives to Satan:
"Better to reign in Hell, than to serve in
Heaven". It sounds as though God's
adversary were a heroic rebel, a fighter
for freedom from the status quo, from an
oppressive authority. Put this way, it
appears as though this being deserves
admiration, or at least sympathy. In fact,
the popular rock group, The Rolling
Stones, wrote a hit song on this theme,
inspired by Mikhail Bulgakov's book, The



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

HaTXHeHHAM TBOpY Muxaina bynrakosa
MaticTtep i Maprapura.

Cnosa uux 6iciB nokasyoTb 4oro
cnpasai 6axae 310: cMepTi Ta
PYMHYBAHHS — X04 61 XNTTA
6e3cnoBeCcHMX TBAapUH - CBUHEN. AKLWO X
He MOXYTb BOHM Aasi onaHoOBYyBaTwU
NOAWHY, TO Ui iICTOTU NparHyTb
onaHyBaTu xo4d 61 CBMHIO, XOY iXHS
BNaja Hapg Hew i TpuBaTuMe nuLie
JeKinbKa cekyH, AOKN CBUHS KMHETbCSA
3 Kpyui B 03epo, w06 TaM BTONUTUCS.
30BcCiM BiACyTHS 6yab sAKka
npuBabnKMBICTb B iHTENEKTI Ta BONI, AKa
A0NpOBaAXYE A0 TAKOro NPUHU3NMBOrO
Buaosuwa, wo éyno n Tparegi€to ans
BJIACHUKIB CBMHEN, sKi HUMK 3006yBanmu
CBil MPOXWUTOK.

Mu NOBWHHI Ni3HaBaTy, WO Take 310,
Wob6 MM MOrIM MOro YHMKATK Ta MoMy
npotucroatTn. Ocb YoMy Icyc 3roamecs
Ha nNpoxaHHs 6icie. BiH 3HaB, WO BOHMU
BUKOHYIOUYM CBOI HaMipn BUABNATb XTO
BOHU. KOXXeH XTO NoYye i 3aayMaeTbCs
Haj 3HAYEeHHAaM L€l noaii MaTume
MOXJ/TUBICTb OCMUCIUTU Te, KYAu rpix
npoBaauUTb NKOANHY. BO X rpix — B AKOMy
MU He KAEMOCS, SKOF0 MU MOBTOPHOEMO,
BiAMOBNSAIOYNCL BU3HaBaTWN CBOKO BUHY
Ta npocutn B bora (Ta B 6/1MXKHLOIO)
NpoLeHHs i noMoui, Wob noknactn Kpam
MOMY — OCb L& TOW 3acib, KM 3510
BKOPIHIOETbCS B HALLOMY XUTTI.

Lls eBaHrenbcbka po3noBigb He Ma€e Hac
nakatu. BoHa gaHa HaM as HaB4YaHHS,
wob mMmn Bnbmpanm nobpo 3amictb 3na,
wob 3septanncb Mmn go Toro, XTo Mae
Haa ycim Bnaay, KoMy i Bnani ictotu
HapewTi MycaTb MigKOpUTUCS.
MobaumBLUKN CTpalLHe BMAOBULLE
noTonsieHHs 6iCHYBaTUX CBUHEN,
MOBEPHIMOCH i NOrMIAHbMO Ha UUX ABOX
4osoBiKiB, sKi 3006ynu ceoboay. Tenep
BOHW MOrAM NiTU pO3MNOBICTU CBOIM
cycigam npo Te, Wo CTanoca 3 HUMMU.
BoHwn Mmornu rosoputn. BoHn mMornun
ADi9TW 3 BNacHoi Boni. Icyc ix 3BiNbHUB.
Yun He 6axaemo n Mmn ceoboamn? LLnax oo
Hel — 3BepHyTuUCA Ao 'ocnoaa Big ycboro

Master and Margarita.

The words of these demons show what
evil really wants: death and destruction -
if only of the lives of dumb animals such
as pigs. If they could not possess a
human being, these creatures yearn to
possess at least a pig, even if their power
over it lasts only the few seconds it takes
for the pig to rush down the side of the
cliff into the lake to drown there. There is
certainly nothing attractive about the
intelligence and will that leads to this kind
of humiliating spectacle, which was
actually a tragedy for the owners of the
pigs, who depended upon them for their
livelihood.

We must see what evil is like, so that we
may avoid and oppose it. This is why
Jesus agreed to the demons' request. He
saw that by carrying out their designs
they would expose themselves. All who
would hear and ponder the meaning of
this event would be given the opportunity
to think about where the pursuit of sin
leads. For sins - of which we do not
repent, sins which we keep on doing,
refusing to acknowledge our guilt and ask
God (and others) for forgiveness and help
to put an end to them - are the means by
which this evil gains access to our lives.

This Gospel account is not meant to
frighten us. It is given to teach us, to help
us choose good over evil - to turn to the
One who has authority over all things, to
Whom even the fallen beings must
ultimately submit. After seeing the
horrible spectacle of the drowning of the
possessed pigs let us turn to look at the
two men who had been set free. They
were now able to go tell their neighbours
what had happened. They could talk. They
could act on their own volition. Jesus had
set them free. Do we not want our
freedom? The way to it is to turn to the
Lord with all our hearts.

One can have pity for the tormented
beings who destroyed the pigs. Great
prayer warriors such as St. Anthony of




cepus.

Mo>Ha Xanitm TUX CTpaxaar4mnx icToT,
O 3HULLWAM CBMHEN. Benuki BOiHU
Monuteu, 9k CB. AHTOHI ErMneTcbkunii
Ta CB. Icaak CnpwuH HaBiTb MONMANCSA 3a
HUX, BiACTOIOOYM IXHI Hanagun. Ha Take
MW HaneBHO He Morau 6 cnpoMorTmucs.
Ta MU MOXXEMO 3MeHLWYBaTn IXHIO cuny
CynpoTMBAAKYNCE MPiXoBi i Biggaroum
Borosi HanexHe Momy Micue B Hawomy
XWUTTI, 9K Hawomy Bonoaapesi, HawWomy
OtueBi, HawomMy Apyrosi. Hexan 6yane
6narocnoseHHe Moro BcecssaTte IM's
Tenep i HaBikKN. AMiHb.

Egypt and St. Isaac the Syrian even
prayed for them, while struggling against
their attacks. That is undoubtedly more
than we can do. But we can diminish their
power by resisting sin and giving God His
rightful place in our lives - as our Lord,
our Father, our Friend. Blessed be His All-
Holy Name now and forever more. Amen.




