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15-ta Hepina no
MN'aTmpecaTHuui:
HaBepHiMmocsa ao J1ro608i!

Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Convert to Love!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«[K]oTpa 3anoBigb Hanbinbla B 3aKOHI?»
Take nuTaHHA nocTaBwuian Icycosi B
CbOroAHilWHIM €EBaHrenii (MaTtBia 22:35-
46). l'ocnoab Bigpa3sy BiAMOBIB, WO ue -
nobutn. Niobutn bora i cBoro 6/IMXHLOrO.
Y uboMy i Nto60B A0 6ANXKHBOIO, KOTPUi
cnpaBai HaMbNMXUMn HaM. A Le XTO
Takuin? 3BnyainHo! Lle MU CAMI! Bo x
SKLLO NoAnHa He MoXe Nbutn cama cebe
TO 1 He 3MOoXe BOHa nbutn HIKOIro
IHLWOro.

Ane wo ue Take nobutn? He Baxko
CKasaTu KOMYCb, WO MU nbumo. Jlioan
4acTo KaxyTb noaibHe. TBepasTb, WO
nobnate bora. A6o KaxyTb, Wo abnatb
CBOIO APYXWUHY, YN MYy>XKa, YN AiTen, uun
6aTtbKiB, UM apysiB. Ane Wo BMABNAOTb
ixHi gina? e npasaa, wo BCi fobpi gina
MaloTb CBil NOYATOK Yy AYMKaX, AKi NOTiM
BUABNSAKTBCSA M cnoBamMu. Ane aina
MPOMOBASAOTb Ha 6araTto rosioCHiWwe 4ynm
cnosa.

"What is the greatest commandment in
the law?" Such was the question Jesus
was asked in today’s Gospel reading
(Matthew 22:35-46). Jesus answered
immediately that it was to love - to love
God and to love one’s neighbour. This
included loving one’s most immediate or
closest neighbour. Who would that be?
Of course! It is YOURSELF! For if one
can not love oneself then one can not
love ANYONE ELSE.

But what does it mean to love? It is an
easy thing to say that we love. People
do it all the time. They say they love
God. They say they love their wives or
husbands, their children or their parents
or their friends. But what do

their actions say? It is true that all
good actions start in the thoughts which
are then usually expressed in words. But
actions speak much louder than words.

What do our actions say? Do they show
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A WO caMe KaxKyTb Hawi aina? Ynm
OINCHO BUSBMAIOTb BOHM 06aNMBICTb — UM
MabyTb — yacTiwe - 6aNAYIKHICTb?
MpoTunexHictb N060BI — HE HEHABUCTD.
Konn Mun HacTinbKK cepanTi Ha KOrocb, WO
HawWwi NoYyTTs KaXKyTb HaM, WO MM iX
HEeHaBUAMMO, TO MU BCE X TaKnN LUM
MOKa3yeMO, LLO BOHW MalTb 3HAYEHHSA B
Hal oMy XWUTTi. BoHU y Hac BUKINKaKTb
rHiB.

A rHiB BCe X TaKu MA€E CBOIO N KOPUCTb —
XOU4 i MOXe TaKoX 6yTn ayXxe pyMHIBHUM,
AKWO MU AIEMO Ni CNOHYKOK Takoro
NOYyTTH, YM AKLLO MW 3aTPUMYEMO MOro B
cobi. Ane KoM MM Ha KOroCb Y1 Ha LWOCh
cepamMoch, Le Aa€ HaM 3HaTu, WO LWoCh -
He B NopsaaKy MiX Hamu. I Toai Mm MoxeMo
HamaraTucs HanaroauTu cnpasu. Mu
MOXeMO MOAUTUCA. MK MOXeMo
nepeMiHUTU CBOE CTaBNeHHA. MU MOXeMO
HamMaraTmucs Kpatlie cninkyBaTucs 3
APYrMMKW — MM MOXKeMO Hamaratucsa 6ytn
6inbWw yyTAMBMUMK A0 CBOIX NMoTpeb Ta
notpeb i iHwKux. I Tak MOXEMO MU
BMMPaBSATM HalWi B3aEMOBIAHOCUHN. [HIB
MOXe A0BeCTU A0 HeHaBUCTI - abo Moxe
[OBeCTU A0 KpaLw,oi, CUbHILWoi Nobosi.
HaBiTb HEHaBUCTb MOXe NPUBECTU HacC
Hasaa Ao NboBi, SKLWo il NpoBipnMoO i Hag
HEe MonpaureMoO.

Ane Ko MM BUPIWINAN, O XTOCb 30BCIiM
He BaXK/IMBUMN ANsl HAaC — KON MU
BUpiwmMnm 6yt 6anay>xmmm 4o HbOro 4m
[0 Hel, TO MW UMM Xe pilnamM Ha BUPOK
cMmepri. Hi, Mn 6ykBanbHO He B6MBaAEMO
Lo NANHY — MU NPOCTO BUPILLYEMO
B6MTKM MOro um ii B HaAWOMY XWUTTi. Mu
KaXeMo, Lo BOHM bifblie He MaloTb
XXOAHOMO 3HAYEHHS A9 Hac. A WO X
MOXHa pobuTn 3 TaKMM CTaBNEHHSAM!?
YABiTb, WO BM KaxeTe Take Npo Korochb,
Npo siKoro Bu Mycinu 6 a6aTtn? Yasitb, WO
BW KaxeTe wocb noaibHe npo bora.
YaBiTb, WO BM KaxeTe Wocb nogibHe npo
camoro cebe. Hacnpasai noam TaK i
KaXKyTb TaKe — He 3aBXAW C/IoBaMu, ane
B TOMY X TaKu, 5K BOHM AyMaloTb Ta
AitoTb. Be3 unHHOoI NtoboBi B HaWKnX
cepusx Ta ymax - My sMmpaemo! bor
cKkasaB AnamoBi 1 €Bi, WO KON BOHMU

caring - or do they more often

show indifference? The opposite of
love is not really hate. When we are so
angry at someone that we feel we hate
them we are at least showing that they
matter in our lives. They mean
something. They make us angry.

Anger is a useful emotion - although it
can be very destructive if we act it out
or keep holding on to it. But when we
are angry at someone or something this
is gives us a message that something is
wrong between us. We can then try to
correct it. We can pray, we can try to
change our attitude, we can try to
communicate better - we can try to be
more sensitive to our needs and the
needs of others. Thus we can improve
our relationships. Anger can lead to hate
or it can lead to a better, stronger love.
Even hate can bring us back to love if
we examine it and work on it.

But when we have decided that
someone does not matter to us at all -
when we have decided to be indifferent,
then we have decided on death. Oh, we
don't literally kill the person - we just
decide to kill him or her in our lives. We
say that they don’t matter any more.
What can you do with that!? Imagine
saying that about someone you were
supposed to care about? Imagine saying
that about God. Imagine saying that
about yourself. Actually people do say
these things - not always in so many
words but by the way they think and
act. Without love working in our hearts
and in our minds we become dead. God
told Adam and Eve that when they
sinned it would bring them death. That
is what happens when people stop
loving. They become the walking dead.

Our Lord Jesus Christ came to earth to
show us that God has never stopped
loving us. He came here to show by His
words and His actions that human
beings are infinitely precious to God. He
did not hurt anyone - except with the
healing pain of making them aware of




3rpiwaTb, TO Ue npuHece iM cMepTb. Tak i
CTAETbCS, KOMM II0AMN NepecTalnTb

nobutn. BoHn cTaloTb X0A94MMU TpynaMu.

Mocnoab Haw Icyc XpMCTOC NpUALLIOB Ha
3emnto, WwWob HaMm nokasaTu, wo bor
HiKONM He nepecTaB nbuTn Hac. BiH
npuiiWoB nokasaTtn HaM CBOIMKM CcnoBamu
M ginamum, wo ntoan - 6e3MexHo LiHHI ans
bora. BiH HikoMy He 3aBaaB 6onto — 3a
BUHATKOM Nikyto4oro 6o0t0, konu BiH
YCBiAOMNIOBAB iX NPO Te, HACKi/IbKU BOHU
3arybneHi, Konm B iXHiX cepusix HeMaE€
nobosi. BiH A03BONMB NOAAM 3aBAaATU
Momy 6010, Wo6 MOrnM BOHM NobaunTm
00 AKUX Ain 4oBoAUTb BiACYTHICTb Nt060BI
y Hux. I BiH BOCKpec i3 MepTBuX, Wwob
[OBECTH, WO NboB — 3aBXau
nepeMoxHa, a HiKon He NepeMoXxeHa.

Mun MoxeMo NO6aunUTN KPUXITKY i€l
nobosi B Uin yynosin IkoHi, B akin Cs..
CumMeoH boronpuiMeub ANBUTLCS 3
noameoM Ha AunTtatko-Xpucta, Akui
AONBUTLCS | Ha Hboro. Lo 3a auso! Ton,
yepes Koro noBscTajia BCefieHHa i Bce, Wo
B Hin (i KuM BOHa 1 TpuUMaeTbca 1
pPO3BMBAETLCA) NPUIALLIOB A0 HAc, sIK
AunTatko! CumeoH Tpumae Moro, a noTim
noBepTaEeTbCs 40 CBOro AOMY
npomoBnsoun: «HuHI Bianyckaew paba
Csoro, Bnaguko, 3aCnokoeHuM...”

BpaTtu 1 cectpu! He ni3Ho Ham 3apas

po3no4yaTu 3HOBY BUBYATU TE, 4K noéutu.

Po3noyHimMo TUM, WwWo6 cBoOi cepus
Big4YnMHUTK ansa bora. Mpu3HanMocs, LWo
MW HacnpaBsai He nbunun Moro i He
nasanu Moro Jio60oBi AiTn Ao Hac.
Mpu3HaliMocCh, WO MK He Aisnan B NtoboBI
Hi 4o cebe camux, Hi oo iHWMX. Ckaximo
iHLWMM, WO BOHW MatoTb 3HAUYEHHS ANs
Hac. I NnpoaBAaAMO Le He finwe cnoBamu.
Busenainmo nob6oB ogHe A0 OAHOro
CcBOiMM AinaMu. Big uboro gHa
HasaBXxau Hexan 6yae nwboB Hawoto
MEeTO0 i HaWunM NpoBigHUKOM. A Bor
OOMNOMOXe B LIbOMY.

how lost they were without love in their
hearts. He let people hurt Him so that
they could see what the lack of love
could make them do. And He rose from
the dead to show that love is always
victorious - and never defeated.

We can get a glimpse of this love in this
marvelous Icon in which St. Simeon the
God-Receiver gazes in wonder at the
Christ-Child Who is gazing back at him.
What a magnificent surprise: He through
Whom the universe and all that is was
created (and is being upheld and
unfolded) has come to us as a Child!
Simeon holds him and returns to his
home exclaiming: “Lord, now You let
Your servant depart in peace...”

Brothers and sisters, it is not too late to
begin again to learn how to love. Let us
start by opening our hearts to God. Lets
admit to Him that we have not been
loving Him and that we have not been
letting Him love us. Lets tell ourselves
that we have not been loving to
ourselves or to others. Lets tell others
that they matter. Lets do it not only by
words. Lets do things for each other. Let
us, from this day forward, make love
our aim and love our guide. And God will
help us.




