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BBEJQEHHSA Y XPAM
NPECBATOI sororpoanyI

THE ENTRANCE OF THE
THEOTOKOS INTO THE
TEMPLE

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw
kutash@unicorne.org

«BoHa - Ocena HebecHa>» (YpuMBOK 3
KoHpaka CesaTa)

Ha 4-ro rpyaHsa (Bianosinae 21-my
nucronaja 3a igHCbKUM KaneHaapem)
LlepkBa Bia3Hauye CBATO BBeaeHHA y
Xpam lNpeceaToi boropoauui. Lle CeaTo -
oaHe 3 ABaHaauaTbox Bennkux CBAT Ha
LLlepKOBHOMY KaneHAapi, a Mi>XK HUMKN ofHe
3 YOTUPbOX Ha YecTb Boropoauui.

Lito nogito He onucytoTb Y HoBOMY 3aBiTi.
HaToMicTb ii 3Haxoammo B [IpoToeBaHrenii
CB. AAkoBa, KHM3i anoKpudiYHin, Wo
KopuCTanacs BeSIMKOK NONyaspHICTIO y
paHHiXx Bikax Llepksu.

3rigHoO 3 NepefaHHAM, IKOro 3anucye uen
TBip, Mapito npusenn o Xpamy B
EpycannMi ManeHbKo AiBYNHKOLO ii cTapi
6aTbku, MoakuM i MaHHa, Wob6 TaM BoHa
BMXOBYyBanacs. TakmM YMHOM BOHMU
CNOBHWAN CBOK 06iTHMUIO, WO Hakonn 6

“She is the heavenly Tabernacle”
(From the Kontakion)

On December 4 (corresponds to
November 21 on the Julian calendar) the
Church celebrates the Feast of the
Entrance (or Presentation) of the Most
Holy Theotokos into the Temple. It is
one of the Twelve Great Feasts on the
Church Calendar, one of four dedicated
to the Theotokos.

This event is not recounted in the New
Testament. Instead the account is found
in the Protoevangelion of James, an
apocryphal book which was very popular
in the early centuries of the Church.

According to the tradition recorded by
this work, Mary, as a little girl, was
brought to the Temple in Jerusalem by
her aged parents, Joachim and Anna, to
be raised there. They thus fulfilled a vow



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

Bor no6narocnoBmB iX ANTUHKOI, TO BOHU
ii nocBATATL MloMy, @ He 3aTpMMatloTb, Wo6
aornsagana ix y iXHin ctapocTi.

ManeHbky Mapito 3ycTpiB ii poanu,
MepBocCBsLLEHMK 3axapilii, SKUA NOTIM

y CBOI¥ cTapocTi MaB ctatu 6aTbkom CB.
IBaHa MNpeaTedi (SKOro 4acTo 3BYTh |
XpecTtutenem). Bci 3auByBanucs, sk
AiBUnHKa nobirna no 4oBONi CTPiMKUX
cxogax oo Micusa Ceatee CeaTux, Ae cam
[MepBOCBSALWEHNK MaB BXOAUTU TifIbKK pas
y pik, nobpe niarotosmsLln cebe.

Boxka MpucyTHicTb NpobyBana TaMm y
CSIMBI, | HENIArOTOBaHMM, rPILLHMIA YONOBIK
Mir 61 cKoHaTW 3yCTPIBLUN L0
MpUCYTHICTb, XO4 i HOCMB 6U BiH FAHICTb
MepBocBsWweHnka. Yepes ue BiH 3aBXaun
MaB HaBKOJ10 Mosica AOBroro wHypa, a Ha
obnayveHHo 6ynun A3BIHOYKKN. AKLWO 6
[OBro He 3By4Yanu A3BIHOYKWU, NOro
MOMIYHUKN Manu 6 NOTArHYTW 3a WHYP, i
SAKLLO cTanacsa Tparegis, BOHM 6 Mornu
BUTAMHYTU Moro Tino 3i Ceatee CBATUX | HE
PU3MKYBaTK TIEID X A0S0, Wo chniTkana
6yna ioro.

ManeHbka Mapisg no4vysasnacs 30BCiM
BiSIbHO Y LbOMY HaMCBATILLOMY Micui i A0
Hel NpUXoannn NOCNYXUTU TaM | ApxaHren
Faspwuin i iHWi AHronn. bo x, 6auunTe,
BOHa caMa cTaBasia XXVBUM XpaMoM,
MicueM ge bor novHe XUTKU MiX NabMu,
AK, MK iHWuMK MNMpopokamun, NpoBicTuB
6yB CB. Mpopok €3ekiinb: «I 6yae Mmicue
Moro npobyBaHHS Hag HUMU, | S 6yay M
Borom, a BoHW MeHi 6yayTb
HapoaoM.»(E3ekiinb 37:27).

Lle CBaTO BXOAMTb Y NiArOTOBKY A0
«3nMoBOI lMacku», To6To Ao CBATa
Hapon)xeHHs Focnoga, bora v Cnaca
Haworo Icyca Xpucrta. Taky Ha3By AaB
nomy 651. n. NMpotonpecsiTep OnekcaHap
LLImemaH, Wwo6 okpecnnuTn cnasy I paaicTb
CsTa, K MOro CBATKYOTb Ti, WO
NPOXWBAOTb Y MiBHIYHIA NiBKYNi 3eMJi.

ManeHbka giB4ynHka Mapia BxoauTb y
CeaATee CBATUX | B NOBHOTI Yacy CTaEg, K
BMUC/TOBNIIOETLCSA 0. ToMa onKo: « »KMBUM

they had made that, if God would bless
them with a child, this child would be
dedicated to Him, rather than kept to
look after them in their old age.

Little Mary was greeted by a kinsman,
the High Priest, Zechariah, who was
later, in his old age, to become father of
St. John the Forerunner (commonly
known as the Baptist). To everyone’s
astonishment the toddler ran up the
steep steps which led to the Holy of
Holies, where he, as High Priest, could
only enter once a year, having prepared
himself with great diligence.

The Presence of God dwelt there in
bright glory and an unprepared, sinful
man might simply die upon encountering
this Presence, even if he did bear the
dignity of High Priest. For this reason he
would have a long chord about his waist
and little bells on his vestments. Should
the bells cease ringing for a lengthy
period of time, his assistants would pull
on the chord and, if the tragedy had
occurred, his body could be pulled out of
the Holy of Holies without the assistants
encountering the same fate.

Little Mary was perfectly at home in this
holiest of places and was ministered to
by the Archangel Gabriel and other
Angels. For you see, she herself was
becoming the living Temple, the place
where God would dwell among humans,
as Ezekiel, among others had
prophesied: "My tabernacle also shall be
with them; indeed I will be their God,
and they shall be My people” (Ezekiel
37:27).

This Feast is part of the preparation for
the “winter Pascha”, the Feast of the
Nativity of our Lord, God and Saviour
Jesus Christ. That term was coined by
Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann
of blessed memory to describe the glory
and joy of the Feast as celebrated by
those of us who live in the Northern
Hemisphere.




CesaTtee CBATUX’, Ti€lD, B AKiN XpucToc
dOpPMYETLCSH, TBOPSAYN TAaKUM YMHOM Ti, i
BCiX, XTO Bipolo ogHe 3 Hetw, 'HebecHo
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ocenerw .

Toir, Koro MpucyTHicTb npobyBana B
CeaToMy CBATUX Y €Epycanumi, BXognTb y
CBIT Yyepes Mapito, 9k HeMoBNATKO,
NMOBHICTIO 3aN€XHUN, K i KOXHEe
HEeMOBIATKO, Big NtO6OBI Ta acku Tux,
KOTpi A6atoTb 3a HUM. M CBATKYEMO LI X
noaito Ha CeATo PizaBa, Skum
3aBeplyeTbCa Yac PizaB’aHoro Mocry,
Mununisxu.

Lsa OntmnHka — Cam Xpuctoc lNocnogb.
WMoro MaTu, Boropoanus Mapis, i Moro
OnikyH, MpaBeaHuit Mocun O6pyYHMK, NO
Boxin nacui AOCKOHaN0 CrNoOBHIOOTb CBOE
MOKAMKAHHS. A BiH TakoX y NOBHOTI Yacy
[OCKOHano cnoBHIOE | CBOE MOK/INKAHHS.
Woro micisa npoaosxyeTbesa y Liepksi. O.
Toma 'onNKo Tak ONUCYE Lo MiCito: «Mu BCi
CTBOPEHI ans Toro, wob cratn XMBUMmU
Xpamamu boxumu. Mun cTBopeHi Anga Toro,
o6 6yTn ocensimm Moro cnasu. Mu Bci
cTBOpeHi Ha Moro o6pas i noaoby, o6
6yTn noMewkaHHaMmn Moro MpucyTHoCTi».
AMiHb.

The little girl, Mary, enters the Holy of
Holies and in the fullness of time
becomes, as Fr. Thomas Hopko puts it,
“the ‘animated Holy of Holies’, the one
in whom Christ is formed, thereby
making her, and everyone who is one
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with her in faith, the 'abode of heaven’.

The One Whose Presence dwelt in the
Holy of Holies in Jerusalem, through
Mary, comes into the world as a Baby,
entirely dependent (as are all babies)
upon the love and kindness of those who
care for Him (and them). We celebrate
His coming on the Feast of the Nativity,
which fulfils the time of the Advent Fast.

This Baby is Christ the Lord Himself. His
Mother, Mary the Theotokos (“She who
bears God"”), and His Guardian, St.
Joseph the Betrothed, by God’s grace
fulfill their vocation to perfection. He,
too, in the fullness of time perfectly
accomplishes His vocation. His mission
continues in the Church. Fr. Thomas
Hopko describes this mission thus: “We
are all made to be living temples of God.
We are all created to be dwelling places
of His glory. We are all fashioned in His
image and likeness to be abodes of His
presence”. Amen.
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