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Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost: Prepare -
forgive!
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Cg. umurpiit PoctoBebkuii y (+1709)
1ioro TBOpi PyHo opoutenoe OTACYE TOCBI]T
IOHAKa, 110 B A0PO31 YUHUTH AKYCh JIIJI0
HETiTHEe 3YITMHUBCS TOMOJIUTHUCS TTEPeT
Ixonoro boxoi Marepi. I npuitnuio fomy
BUJIIHHSA: [KOHA OKMJIa TIepeT HUM 1 BiH
no0ayuB, sIK KpoB Teue 3 paH y Pykax, y
bomi ta B Horax Xpucra-JlutsaTtka, Sxoro
Mapist Tpumaina B cBOiX pykax. Bin
3aKpuyaB: «XTOJ XK I BUNHUB?» A Mapis
Bignosina: «Tu ¥ 1HII TPILIHUKY 3HOBY U
3HOBY po3nuHaeTe Moro Cunay. ['pimmHuK
MIOTIPOCUB MPOIIEHHS 1, 0 3aCTYMHUIITBI
Mapii 3a Hporo nepes Icycom, He TUTBKH
nouys: «BiamyckaroTbcst HOMy rpixu», ane
TaKOX 3/100yB HECTIO/IIBaHY PaIiCTh
JIICHOTO MOKasiHHS, 1110 Jlajia oMy cmity
CTpPUMATHCS BiJl HEIT1JHOTO BUYMHKY, HA
akuii 0yB mycTtuBcs. Ikona «HecnozaiBana
PanicTby, IKYy MU PUITYUIIIH, SIKpa3

St Demetrius of Rostov (+1709) in his work
Runo oroshenoye (“The Dewy Fleece”)
described the experience of a young fellow
who, on his way to some wrongdoing,
paused to pray before an Icon of the Mother
of God. And he saw a vision: the Icon came
to life before him and he saw blood
streaming from wounds in the Hands, Side
and Feet of the Christ-Child Mary held in
her hands. He cried: “Who has done this?”
and Mary replied, “You and every sinner
crucifies My Son again and again”. The
sinner pleaded for forgiveness and, upon
Mary’s intercession for him before Jesus,
not only heard: “He is forgiven”, but also
experienced the unexpected joy of true
repentance, which made it possible for him
to refrain from the wrong he had set out to
do. The Icon of Unexpected Joy, which we
have reproduced, portrays this marvelous
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MepeIae Mo 9y10BY MOIFO.

Croroauinmus €Banrenis (Martsis 18:23-
35) miAKpeCIIoE BiANOBIJAIbHICT, KA
CynpoBoAuTh l'ocnionHe nmpomeHHs. Icyc
PO3MOBiIa€ PO Te, SIK OAMH CIYTa, SKOMY
[{ap mpocTHB MOBT y CyMi I€CATH TUCSY
TaJaHTIB (BEMYE3HY CyMy — Ha OaraTto
OlpIIe Bif] TOTO, IO POOITHHK Y Ti Yacu
MIr OM 3aIpaIffoBaTH 3a I[iJIe CBOE KHUTTH),
rapsiue BiJIMOBUBCS IPOCTUTH JAPYTOMY
CIIy3i JIOBT y CyMi CTO AUHAPIB (110
POOITHHUK Mir Ou 3apoOUTH 3a MPTOIN3HO
CTO JIHIB MIpaIli).

HaBuanus sicHe: Ti, SKMM IPOIIEHO Oarato
MOBUHHI 3HANTH B 001 CUITy IPOIIATH
THM, SIKI IM BUHHI Haba2amo_meHue.
MOoXIMBO Take HaBYaHHS — HE
CIpUHITHE OAHKOBUM YCTaHOBAM Ta
KOMEHpPCaHTaM, SIKUX Teplla yBara
3BEpHEHA Ha Te, 00 MPUOYTKH
NEepEeBUILYBAIN BUAATKA. MU MOXKEMO
co01 ysSIBUTH i T€, IO 1€l YOJIOBIK, IKOMY
[{ap nmpocTuB Takuii BETUYE3HUMN JOBT,
OyB TaK MPUTOJOMIICHUN THM, IO TaKa
Ba)kKa JI0JIS JIeIBE€ OMMHYJIA HOT0, 110 BiH
BHPIIIUB (SIK BUSBHIIOCS — HEPO3YMHO),
1110 BiH MOBUHEH HEYXMJIbHO 310paTH Te,
110 oMy Oymu 3aBUHYIH, 00 K, aHy,
3HOBY HaCTaHYTh BaKKi yacu. (Aje ToJi
10 >K TOBOPUTH 1po 1poro Llaps, mo Haue
0 TO TaK JIETKOBAYKHO CIpUIIMae Te, 1110
sunHi Homy?)

JliificHO, MU TIOBHUHHI PO3YMITH 10
JIOAMHY Ta ¥ criBuyBaTH Homy. bo x mu
— HAJISKUMO JI0 IIHOTO 3ITICYTOTO
CBITOBOTO JIa/ly, IKUH TaK CUIBHO
MO3HAYEHUH TPIXOMaiTHHAM, 110
CIIOTBOPUB OCHOGHY JNIOACHKY IPUPOAY,
SIKA HAMYpaibHO THO0JIsIYa, CIIIBIIYTINBA 1
panicHo menpa. Ham He uyxwuii crpax, mo
HE BUCTAPYUTH BCHOTO JUIS BCIX. A IO X
Oyze, konu 3a0pakHe HaM YU THM, 32 KOTO
MU BIMOBIIIbHI — POJIMHI, IHBECTOPAM,

event.

Today's Gospel reading (Matthew 18:23-35)
emphasizes the responsibility which
accompanies the Lord’s forgiveness. Jesus
recounts how a steward, who was forgiven
ten thousand talents (an enormous sum -
much more than a labourer of the day could
earn in his whole lifetime), passionately
refused to forgive a fellow servant who
owed him a hundred denarii (something that
the labourer could have earned in about a
hundred days' work).

The message is clear - those who are
forgiven a great deal ought to be able to
forgive those who owe them a great deal
less. Perhaps this message is not acceptable
to banking institutions and business folk
whose chief concern seems to be the bottom
line. We can also imagine that the chap
who was forgiven his huge debt was so
shaken by his narrow escape that he
resolved (foolishly in this event) that he'd
better be firm in collecting from his debtors
in case more hard times lay ahead. (But then
what are we to think of the King Who
seems to be so careless about the amount
owed Him?)

Yes, we ought to be able to understand this
man and sympathize with him. After all, we
ourselves are part of this world order which
is so deeply marked by the fall that distorted
the essential human nature which is
naturally loving, compassionate and joyful
in generosity. Itis not at all unusual for us
to be afraid: what if there will not be

enough to go around? What if we or those
for whom we are responsible: family,
investors, the staff who work for us - are left
without provision for our, or their, needs?

Jesus' Parable puts things in perspective.
We can see that this King Who is so
generous - and then so angry that His




pOOITHHUKAM, SIKi TIPAIIOIOTh Y HAC — 1 MH
OCTaHEMOCh 0e3 TOro, 1o MOTPiOHEe HaM?

IcycoBa [IpuTua BigkpuBae HaM CBIiT. Mu
6auumo, o 1ei Lap, o takwuii menpuii,
a ToJIi TaKuii cepauTHii, komu Moro ciyra
e Haciiaye Moro mempicts — e Cam
T'ocnons Beenennoi. ﬁomy K« YCE
3apasayemo!! Vee Te, mo xonu e Oynp
MH MaJIl Y1 MaTUMEMO — CaME YKUTTS
HaIe, came Haie OyTTs — yce, yce
noxoauts Bixg Heoro! A ckinbKu X 3 TOro
BCHOTO MU MmapHyemo! Sk gacto mMu
nepecrynaeMo Moro 3akoHu — i To He
TITBKH Ti, KOTpi 3anucani B CBAIICHHUX
ITucanuax, a HaBIiTh Te, SIKi 3amKcaHl Ha
CKPIDKAJISIX HAIINX CepJIeIb — Y HAIOMY
CYMJIIHHIO.

I Bce e 10 1bOTO Yacy JaHe HaM BUIBHO —
1 POJIIIICHHS 32 Hallll TPOBHHM TaKOX JIaHE
HaM 6LIbHO. A MU HaJITO NOOOIEMOCH,
HaATO THIBAEMOCH, HAJTO 3aXOIIJIECH] caMi
co00t10, 1 HE JJAEMO MIiH MEeaPOCTI
nponaugamuy MovYepe3 Hac y BCEICHHY, JI0
1CTOT, SIK1 pa30M 3 HaMU HAINTOBHSIOTH 1i.
Mu i 6J10KyeMO HAIIOIO BiIMOBOIO
3MIHIOBATUCH, PO3BUBATHUCS, CTABATH
TEILUIMMH Ta JTIO0ITYUMH, a HE XOJIOJHUMU
Ta BUMOTJIMBUMH YW HAPiKAIOYHMH.

Ta, sk HEe JUBHO, MU HE 3aBXKJU Taki. Mu
gacTille AaeMo Ta mpomfaeMo 9uM Hi. Ta
Icyc 3aknukae Hac iTH 1Ie TabIIe B
pomMy HanpsaMky! Tak, iTv Bce ganblie Ta
JaNbIIIe, TOKK MU 3MOXKEMO OyTH JiHCHO
padichumu B TOMY, IO MU TaKu
MPOIIAEMO 1 TAEMO - OCOOJIMBO THUM, IO
HacC CIIPaB/ii CKPUBIWIN 1 HaBITh HE
MOMI4atoTh TOTO, SIK1 4y0B1 Japu bor
nepeaae iM BIIACHO mouepe3 Hac!

Uu moxxeMo MU yseumu T€, o0 OyTH
TakumMHu? bytu noniouumu 1o boea?
JIxo61 Moi Opatu i cecTpH, came JI0 IIbOTO
3akymkae Hac ['ocioas. Mu maemo co0i

generosity is not imitated - is the Lord of
the Universe Himself. Why it is to Him that
we owe - literally - EVERYTHING!!
Everything we have ever had or will have -
our very lives, our very existence — all, all
derive from Him! And how much of all that
is wasted! How very frequently we
transgress His laws - not only those which
have been written in the Holy Writings, but
even those that have been engraved in our
hearts - our consciences.

And all these things, right up until now,
have been given freely - and forgiveness for
our transgressions has also been given
freely. Yet we are too afraid, too angry, too
self-preoccupied, to let this generosity flow
through our being out to the universe, to our
fellow beings. We stop it up by our refusal
to change, to unfold, to become warm and
loving instead of cold and demanding or
complaining.

The wonder is that we are not always like
that. More often than not we do give and do
forgive. But Jesus gives the call and the
challenge: go even further! Yes, further and
further, until you can be positively joyous
about forgiving and giving - especially to
those who have truly wronged you and do
not even recognize the marvelous gifts God
gives them through you!

Can we imagine ourselves being like that?
Being like God? Well, my dear brothers
and sisters, that is precisely what we are
called to do. Imagine ourselves to be like
God, our Creator, and proceed - minute by
minute, word by word, action by action - to
make this a reality. That is the call of the
Transfiguration. That is also the challenge
of the Dormition. The all-loving, all-
generous Mother of God, the Theotokos,
finally fell asleep (died, as the world would
put it), without failing in Her compassion
and generosity, as the vision and the Icon




ySIBJISITH, 10 MU — sik bor, Hamn TBopep, i
MOCTEIIEHHO, XBHJIMHA 3a XBUJIHMHOIO,
CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM, YHHOM 3a YHHOM , 1I€
3aiicHioBaTH. OCh 11€ BUKJIUK Y
[TepeoOpaxenni. Och 11e BUKIIUK B
VYcninni. Beenmobisua, Beemenpa boxxa
Maru, boropoauist HaoemTi yrmoxoinacs
(B cBITI Ka3anu O «IoMepJia») 1 He
3YINUHWIA TIPOSIBIISITU CBOIO
CHIBUYTJIUBICTH Ta IIEPICTh, IK BUAIHHS
Ta IkoHa OKa3yIoTh.

Y1Iok0iMOCh KOJIMCH 1 MU. A TOJI HAIl
3eMHHI BUKJIMK 3aKIHYUTHCS — 1 IpUiMe
Hac ['ociogs CraBu, i OTpUMaEMO BiJl
Hporo naropoay. Uu Oyne Toai Bin
BJIOBOJICHUI HAMU — 1 YU paJiTUME TUMHU
IIEIPOTaMU, IKUMH 3aBXKIU HAJIIJISB HAC?
Yu moxe Oyne Bin ripko 3acmyuyennii
HaMU —1 KU OyJie BUCHI] [HOTO?

Ocp Tenep TOM yac 3aymMaTucs Haj LUMU
cripaBaMH. | IPUTOTOBIATHCS —
MOKasIHHIM 1 IMMPOMICHHAM.

show us.

We too shall fall asleep. Then our earthly
challenge shall end - and we shall be
received by the King of Glory to accept our
reward. Will He be pleased with us - and be
glad in the generosity He has ever shown
us? Or shall we have bitterly disappointed
Him. And what will be the result of that?

Now is the time to think of these things.
And to prepare — by repentance and
forgiveness.




