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18-ta Hepinsa no
MN'aTmpecaTHuni:
Cnpas)xHa cBobopaa!

Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost:
Real Autonomy!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Y cborogHiwHin €eaHrenii (Jlykn 5:1-11)
MKW 4yemo, Ak Icyc gonomir pubankam
3006yTN BENMYE3HUI ynoB pmubu nicns
TOro, IK BOHW UiNy HiY HaTpyaMIucs
hapeMHo. Ak xe ue ix 3ausysano! Lle im
6yna o3Haka, WO BOHWU - B MPUCYTHOCTI
BboxxectBa. XT0 X K He bor Mir 6u 6yB iM
AaTn TakKnih KonocaabHUI YyNOB, TOAI KON
BOHW He Mornu 6ynu 310BUTU HIYOro, He
3Ba)arouun Ha iXHin HeManui pubanbCbKnii
[O0CBiA Ta 34i6HicTb?

Mun noMilwyeMo TyT CBSLLEHHE 306paxeHHs
ApYroro 4yyaecHoro ynosy pubu YuHamu -
nicnsa Xpucrosoro BockpeceHHs (IBaHa
21:1-21). Takui ynos nepekoHas leTpa,
KNI BXe MaB A0CBij 3 LbOro NepLioro
Yy4EeCHOro yaoBy, Wo uen Yonosik, Wwo
cTosB Ha 6epesi Tueepisacbkoro O3epa i
CKasas M 3HOBY 3aKUHYTU Mepexi nicng
MapHOro uifloHiYHoro Tpyay — 1o Cam
Bockpecnuii Focnoab. Lo kKapTuHY
HaMasnoBaB YKpaiHCbKWMIA MuTelb Bacunb
HectepeHko (BiH Hapoguecs B MNMasnorpagi
B [IHinponeTpoBCbKin obnacTi), a
3HaXoAUTbCSA BOHA B TpanesHi
KadeanpanbHoro Cobopy Xpucrta
Cnacutens B Mocksi. (OunBHuiA 36ir y
TOMY, WO Y MUTLA Te caMe iM'd, Wo B
6iN10pyCbKOro 14epHOro HayKoBUs, SSKUi

In today’s Gospel (Luke 5:1-11) we hear
how Jesus helped the fishermen get a
huge catch of fish, after they had
laboured all night in vain. They were
amazed by this! It was a sign to them
that they were in the presence of
Divinity. Who else but God could give
them such a huge catch when they had
not been able to get anything at all,
experienced fishermen though they
were.

We have reproduced here a sacred
painting of the other miraculous catch of
fish by the Disciples after Christ’s
resurrection (John 21:1-21). This catch
assured Peter, who had experienced the
wonder of that first miraculous catch,
that the Man who stood on the shore of
Lake Tiberias and told them to let down
the nets once more after a night’s vain
labour - was indeed the Risen Lord. This
painting is by the Ukrainian artist Vasyl’
Nesterenko (born in Pavlohrad in the
oblast of Dnipropetrovs’k) and is found
in the refectory of the Cathedral of
Christ the Saviour in Moscow. (By an
odd coincidence the artist has the same
name as the Belarusian nuclear scientist
born in Krasnyy Kut in the Luhans’k
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Hapoamecsa B KpacHoMy KyTi B JlyraHcbkin
obnacrti, i 6yB repoemM TpnuBanoro 3yCcunins
3aXMUCTUTU M AONOMOITU NOASAM, WO
3HaxoAWUCA Nif 3arpo30l0 HacniagKis
YopHobunbCcbKkoi kKaTacTpodu.)

CuMoH lMeTpo nepexus BiAKPUTTS,
BUKJIMKAHE UMM 4yaoM, Npo Te Wo
XpwucToc - giicHo bor B Tol caM 4ac, wo
BiH i cnpaBxHsa JliognHa, gk Bubyx y noro
ayuwil! BiH npunas o Hir Icyca i ctas
6naratv Moro, wo6 Bigiiwos Bia HbOrO,
60 x y Moro npucyTHocTi MeTpoBa
rPiXOBHICTb BMAaBanacb NoOMy
HecTepnHot. BiH Haue 6osBcs, Wo
CBATICTb Icyca BNNnHe Ha HbOro Tak, K
BOrOHb Ha MeTeNnKa — Lo BOHa Moro
nMpocTo cnanutb! Ta No ubomy
MOTOPOLIHOMY YCBIiAOMIEHHIO HACTyNuAo
TaKOX BigkpuTTsa boxxecTtBeHHOT J1l060BiI:
MeTpo BiauyB, WO XpUCTOC MOro npumnmac,
MOro 3aCrnoKoME i 3a0X04YE NOro
3pocTtatu. bo X y ManbyTHbOMYy, Ckasas
Icyc, MeTpo Ma€e cTtaTtu OBUEM NOAEN.
BiH, sk i BCi pewTa Yu4HiB, 6yae
npoBoOAUTU NOACBKI Aywi Ao LlapcTtea
CBATOCTI 1 cBiTNa.

Lis uynoBa noAdis nokasana Y4YHaM - i HaM
- Hackinbkn Tpeba Ham Boxoi noMmoui. Mu
Ma€EMO BMiHHSl, OCBITY 1 gocsig, ane 6e3
Boxxoro 6narocnoBeHHs Ta NpoOBUAIHHS
XKOAHA 3 HUX HepocTaTHS, Wwob OCArHyTH
TOro, 4oro Ham noTpibHo. MM MycumMo
YMHNTU BCE, LWLO TiNIbKU MOXEMO 3i CBOEI
CTOPOHMU i He HaAiaTUCb Ha Te, WO WoCh
HaM ynaje nNpsMo B ropLiok. Lle He Takumn
CBIiT, B IKOMY BMHaAropoAXyTb Aefadmnx.
Konun npmuxoanTb yac po3nnatutucs, 1o
nepadi Ta Hepbani 3HaxoAATb, WO BOHU —
6e3 rpoweri i 6e3 Hagii. Lle X - npasaa,
ane NpaBAol0 PiBHOYACHO € 1 Te, WO Le -
CBIiT, B IKOMY HaM noTpibHo bora! Mu
MYCUMO CMiBAIATU — NpauloBaTn pa3oMm 3
Hum - wob 3g06yBaTh ycnix Ta
npocyBaTUCA Brepea.

Yumano nogen, ocobnmeBo 3-NoOMix Hac, 3
XPUCTUAHCBKOK CnajlMHOI, TaK yxe
NPUBMKAM 40 NOAIOHMX BMCMOBIB, WO BOHMU
HaM 3By4aTb, IK HyaHa 6aHanbHa dpasa.
Bxxe 1 He 3ynnHAEMOCh, Wwob

oblast who was a hero of the ongoing
struggle to protect and help the people
endangered by the Chornobyl’
catastrophe.)

For Simon Peter the discovery, brought
about by this miracle, that Christ is truly
God as well as truly man, was like an
explosion in his soul! He fell down at
Jesus’ knees and begged Him to leave
because, in His presence, Peter’s sense
of his sinfulness was more than he could
bear. He seemed to fear that Jesus’
holiness would have upon him the same
effect as a flame has upon a moth - that
it would simply burn him up! This
frightening realization was then followed
by the revelation of Divine Love: Peter
found himself accepted by Christ,
comforted by Him and encouraged to
keep on growing. For one day, said
Jesus, Peter would be a fisher of men.
He, and all the other disciples, would be
guiding human souls into the Kingdom
of holiness and light.

This wonderful event showed the
disciples - and us - how much we need
God'’s help. We have our skill, our
education and experience, but without
God'’s blessing and providence none of
these are enough to achieve what we
need. It is obvious that skill and
education, experience and hard work are
important. We must do all we can on our
part and not simply rely upon things
falling into our laps! This is not a world
where laziness pays off. When it is time
to pay the piper, lazy and careless
people find themselves penniless and
hopeless. This is true, but equally true is
the fact that this is a world where

we need God! We must cooperate -
work together with Him - in order to
succeed and get ahead.

Many people, especially those of us who
have a Christian heritage, are so used to
hearing something like this, that it
sounds to us like a boring cliché. We
don’t stop to think about its importance.
Thus it has little effect upon what we




npu3anyMyBaTUCb Ha BaXJIMBICTb Takoro
MUCIeHHSA. OT)Xe BOHO He Ma€ 3HA4YHOro
BMJIMBY Ha Te, 9K MW AYMAaEMO, LLO MU
roBopmMMo i Wo YnHmmMo. I Tak, gosoni
yacTo, Nnan — HaBiTb TakKi, K MU, WO
3HaxXoAMMOCS B XPUCTUSHCBKIN CRifIbHOTI —
BXe He BpaxoBylOTb bora B CBOIX njaHax
a YMHMMO BCe, WO HaM nopobaeTbCs.
Hanpuknapg: CKinbKu 3-NOMiX Hac gani
BMilaeMo borocnyxiHHA B LlepkBi B CBOIX
naaHax Ha KOXHY Heain?

JocnTb NpUNHATO B NOCT-XPUCTUSHCbKOMY
3axiAHbOMY CYCRiNbCTBI MOIOCUTU, L0
N0ANHA — aBTOHOMHA, WO Hawa cuna
3HaxoAuTbCHA y Hac caMmnx, WO MU MOXEMO
3pobuTK BCE TE, YOro TifbKK AINCHO
6axaemMo. ScCHO, WO € NeBHA LiHHICTb Y
TakoMy AyMaHHIo. [na Toro, wob mMaTtu
ycnix y xutTta MabyTb i Tpeba Toro, wob
MM Baumnm cebe CUIbHUMKU Ta TaKUMU, AKi
CMpOMOXHi AaBaTun paay 30 BCiMa
BUKJIMKAMUN XUTTEBUMU. AJie XX 3HAEMO
TaKOoX, WO Ba)XKi Yacu HapewTi Taku
HacniloTb A5 KOXHOro, 6e3 ornsaay Ha Te,
YM XOUEMO MU iX NpUIAMaTK Ta A0 HUX
rotoBuTUCS, UM Hi (IBaHa 21:18).

[ocsia Bipytounx BNpoaoOBXK CTONITb
BKA3ye€ Ha Te, Wo Bipa B bora, i nocTinHe
CMiNKyBaHHA 3 HUM, CIpUSE NOYYTTi
CMPOMOXHOCTI, sike HeobxiaHe ans
OCSArHEeHHd i NnepefaBaHHS iHWWM A0BKOMA
Hac BapTiCHOro B XWTTi, a He ocnabnoe
noro.

CboroaHiwHa €BaHrenis 3akjMKae Hac
rnnbwe 3agyMaTmMCS Haa HaLow
3anexHicTio Big bora. Lle x HeBia'eMHa
yacTuHa pincHocTi! Lle yntaHHsa Hac
CMOHYKYE 3HOBY M 3HOBY BUHaxXo4uTH, LLO
Halla AoNs TaKu 3a1exuTb Bia bora, 60 x
€ Taka cuia cnpas, Hag SSKUMU MU HEe
MAEMO HaMMEHLOi KOHTPOsli. M1 MOXeEMO i
MW MOBWHHI TPyaAUTUCSA pa3oM 3 Hum, wob
yTilLaTMUCA TaKUM XUTTAM, 419 SKOro Mu
Hapoaunucs, i Tak 3406yBaTh TOro, Wo
cnpasfii BapTicHe W TpuBane.

think, say and do. It is quite common
for people - even people like us in the
Christian community - to leave God out
of our plans and simply do whatever we
want to do. For example: how many of
us still keep worship in Church as a
normal part of our plans for Sunday?

It is common in post-Christian Western
society to declare that human beings are
autonomous - that our power rests
within ourselves, that we can do
anything we truly want to do. Such
thinking is not without some value.
Effective living does seem to require
that we see ourselves as being strong
and capable of dealing with life’s
challenges. Yet we also know that
difficult times will eventually come upon
everyone, whether or not we wish to
accept or prepare for them (John
21:18).

It has been the experience of believers
throughout the ages that faith in God
and a constant relationship with Him,
enhances rather than diminishes the
sense of empowerment, which is so
essential to achieving and contributing
things of value in our lives - and to
those around us.

Today’s Gospel urges us to ponder more
deeply how much we depend upon God.
This is an essential part of reality! We
are challenged to rediscover, over and
over again, that our destiny - for there
are ever so many things that are simply
beyond our control - is dependent upon
God and we can and must work with
Him to enjoy the sort of life for which
we were born and so achieve what is
truly valuable and lasting.
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