Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Ykpaincoka IlpaBociaBHa IlepkBa B Kanajni

L'Eglise orthodoxe ukrainienne du Canada

Home Page | Listing of Articles

YcniHHA MpecBaTol
Bnaanuuudi Hawoi
Bboropoauui i Bcenisun
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The Dormition of our Most
Holy Lady, the Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary
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,,Paxaiiite! 51 3 Bamu nmo Bci aHi Bamoro
KuTTH!”

[e Casro, mo npunamae 28-ro ceprHs
(TodTo 15-Tr0 cepnus Ha IOnisHCHEKOMY
KaJIeHJapi), Take 3Ha4He, 10 HOTro
nonepemrxkae Ilict, skuit TpuBae 13 qHiB.
Bin mMae Ha3By ,,Y CIIEHCHKHIA TTiCT”, &
YKpaiHIli 4acTO Ha3UBaIOTh HOTO
,,CTaciBKOI”’, TOMY 110 B HOMY TMPHUIIAJIa€
Caaro I'ocnognsoro IIpeobpaxenns,
,,Craca”.

Mu noctumo, 106 BUSBUTH HaITy
COJAapHICTh 3 ATIOCTOJIAMH Ta 1HIIUMHU
Xpuctusaamu 1-to cromittsa P.B., sxux tak
MiATpUMYBaJIa, IPOBaMIIa Ta 320X0UyBalia
s ,,birarocinoBenHa Mix JKiHKamMu™’, 10 HE
nuiie mopoauia ['ocmoza, ane Takox
CyMpOBOKAJIA Horo mix yac Bevoro Moro
3eMHOTO CIIY)KiHHSI, 1 KOJIM HAacTaB 4ac
noegHaacs 3 HuMm y epexoii Bij1 JKUTTS

“Rejoice | am with you all the days of your
lives!”

This Feast, which falls on August 28
(corresponds to August 15 on the Julian
Calendar) is of such great significance that
it is preceded by a Fast which lasts for
thirteen days. It is called the Dormition
Fast. In Ukrainian it is commonly called
“Spasivka” since the Feast of the Lord’s
Transfiguration (“Spasa”) falls during this
time.

We fast to show solidarity with the
Apostles and the other Christians of the
first century A.D. who were greatly
sustained, guided and encouraged by the
dear Lady, who not only gave birth to the
Lord, but also accompanied Him in all His
earthly ministry, and at last joined Him in
the passage from earthly to celestial life.
The Apostles and early Christians
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3eMHOT0 710 HeOECHOT0. ATIOCTOIH 1 MepIi
XPUCTHUSHHU BUSABJISUIH KAJI00Y 3 IPHUBOTY
BIJIXOy iXHBOI TBEPAOI OMOPH,
Boropoauiii, 1 MU TeX BHABIISEMO 3Kalo0y.

[Toxi6HO 10 HUX MU TAKOX PaJIIEMO
9yJI0OBOIO BICTKOIO MPO Te, IO 11 rpid
3HAUIILIM TOPOKHUM, KO Anocton Toma
npuOyB TpY JHI TichA ii ycniHHs 1 moOaxas
no6aunTH ii HakmiHHIme Timo. A ckopo 1o
IbOMY BOHa i nosBisieTbesi CBOIM
yIt00JIeHUM, SIK1 310paucs pa3oM JIOMUTH
xJ1i0, 1 mpomoBsie: ,,Panirite! A 3 Bamu o
BCl IHI Bamoro »xurra!”

Bin tux pannix axiB LlepkBa nepekoHana,
1o ['ocone po3ainue 3 Mapieto CBoro
TIepeMOTy HaJl CMEPTIO, BOCKpecarouH Ii 3
rpoOy 1 miaHOCSYU Ii 10 Ce6e B HebecHux
ocensx. | B Toif cam wac BipuMo, 110 BOHA
TaKOXK 3aBxau 3 HaMu CBOIM
3acTynHUITBOM 1 CBOIM MPUKIIAIOM (IO
JUTSL HAC € 1 BUKJIMKOM) TIOCTIHHOT
IIJIKOBUTOI BigmaHocTi borosi.

Sk yci mo0o0xkHi, 110 CIIOYNBAIOTH Y
I'ocnoai, yac 1 mpocTip BXkKe HE €
MEPENOHOI0 /IJIs1 IXHBOT JIOCKOHAJIO1 €THOCTI
30 BCiMa THUMH, 110 JIOOJIATH 1 TOBAXKAIOTh
ix. OTox mMu rosiocuMmo, 1o IIpecssita
Bboroponuns BiuHo panie Ha Hebecax 3i
Csoim CuHoM 1 BciMa biiaxxeHHnMmH, a
TaKO 3aBXK/IU 3 HAMHU, sIKI HAMaraeMoch
cnoBHsATH ["ocmogHto Bomto TyT Ha 3emi.

Ycnencokuit IicT Takox Haraaye HaMm Mpo
Te, 10 1 HaM Tpeba roTyBaTUCS Ha HaIIl
ocoOucTui BiIX1 Bif IIb0T0 CBITY. Konun
HaBiThb [IpecBsTa boropoauis mana
MepeNTH Yepe3 BOpoTa CMEPTU, TO MU
TaKOX MYCHUMO TOTYBATHUCS 70 IIHOTO
CMHUPEHHO Ta 3 MOKasiHHAM, 13 BASYHICTIO 10
Tocroza 3a Bei Moro Jap¥, BKITFOYHO 3
YIIOKOEHHSM, Ta 3 BIpOIO 1 JII000B’10.

Mu npuraayemo, 1o Hai BiIxig He

mourned the passing of their firm Support,
the Theotokos, and so do we.

Like them we also rejoice in the wonderful
news that her tomb was found to be empty
when the Apostle Thomas came three days
after her falling asleep and wished to see
her most precious Body. Shortly after she
appeared to her beloved ones as they
gathered to break bread together and said:
“Rejoice [ am with you all the days of
your lives!”

From those early days the Church has
been convinced that the Lord shared with
Mary His victory over death by raising her
from the tomb and taking her to be in the
heavenly mansions with Him. At the same
time we also believe that she is indeed
ever with us in her intercessions and her
constant example (which is also a
challenge for us) of complete and total
submission to God.

As with all the godly who repose in the
Lord, time and space are no longer a
barrier to their perfect unity with all those
who love and honour them. Thus we
proclaim that the Most Holy Theotokos
ever rejoices in Heaven with her Son and
all the Blessed, and also that she is always
with us who still struggle to do the Lord’s
will here upon earth.

The Dormition Fast also reminds us of the
necessity of preparing for our own
departure from this earth. Since even the
Most Holy Theotokos had to pass through
the portals of death, we must also prepare
to do so with humility and penitence, with
gratitude to the Lord for all of His gifts,
including repose, and with faith and love.

We recall that our passing will not sunder
our unity with those beloved whom we
leave to continue the earthly path for in




nepepBe HaIly €HICTh 3 TUMH, IKUX MU
THOOMMO, Ta SIKUX 3aJTHIIAEMO
MIPOJOBXKYBATH 3€MHY MaH/PiBKY, 00 B
XPpHUCTI MU 3aBXIH OyIeMO pa3oMm.

Tomy 1110 KUTTs B XPpHUCTI IPEKpacHe 1
Maxy4e MU TaKOX CBATUMO KBIiTH Ta 3L y
e Cesaro Ycnenus boxoi Marepi. [
MIPUTOTOBIISIEMOCS 3YCTPITH HOBUI
LepxoBuuii Pik, 1110 HacTaHe yepe3 Aeio
Oinbie yuM aBi Henini (1-ro BepecHs, mo
BiJnoBigae 14-my BepecHs Ha
['puropistHCEKOMY KaleHaapi).

Hama Hatimumima Yiro6iiena Mamo!
Tpumaii Hac 3axau 6mm3bko g0 Cebe i 10
Teoro Cuna, Ha Skoro Tu 3aBxau
3BEpTaENI HalTy yBary B THCsS4i CBITHX
Ikonax, B sikux Tu Moro MPUTOPTAEIII.
[IpecpsaTa boroponuiie, cmacu Hac! AMiHb.

Christ we shall always be together.

Because life in Christ is lovely and
fragrant, we also bless flowers and herbs
on this Day of the Dormition. And we
prepare to greet the new Church year
which will come in just a little over two
weeks (September 1, which corresponds to
September 14 on the Gregorian Calendar).

Our Precious and Beloved Mother, keep
us ever near to You and to Your Son
towards Whom You continually direct our
attention in the thousands of Holy Icons in
which You hold Him close. Most Holy
Theotokos, save us. Amen.




