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3ayamma Ceamoeo, CnasHo20
Mpopoka ii MMpedmevyi leaHa

The Conception of the Holy,
Glorious, Prophet and Forerunner
John

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«CnaeHe 3a4amms [lpedmedyi npo2oaowye
Haneped Liaps, Akuii mae Hapodumucs eid fisu»
(Ekcanocmanapiii lNMpa3zHuka 3a4yamms Ce. leaHa
Xpecmumens)

Ha 6-ro »KOBTHA 3a rPUropiAHCbKMM
KaneHgapem (ue — 23-ro BepecHs 3a iSHCbKUM) MU
CBATKYeEMO 3ayatTa — CB. |BaHa MNpeaTeuvi (Akoro
nepeBa*kHO 3HatloTb, AK CB. IBaHa XpecTutens),
AsotopigHoro bpata no Tini Flocnoaa, bora i Cnaca
Haworo lcyca Xpucra.

€ nuwe apa iHWi 3a4aTTA, AKUX CBATKYEMO:
Camoro locnoaa Haworo (CeAto bnarosiweHHs — 25
6epesHa/7 KBiTHA), i Moro Marepi, Mapii (3auatTa
MpaseaHoto AHHoto MNpecsaToi boropoanui—9 /22
rpyaHn). 3auatta focnoaa Haworo 6yno 6es
NoAcbKoro batbka. BoHO cTanoca y Tilh XBUNHI, KoK
Mapis, nouyswm, wo Ayx CBATUI 3inae Ha Hel i cuna

"The glorious conception of the Forerunner
proclaimeth beforehand the King Who is to be born of
a Virgin" (Exapostilarion, Feast of the Conception of
John the Baptist)

On October 6 on the Gregorian Calendar (which
is September 23 on the Julian) we celebrate a
Conception — of St. John the Forerunner (commonly
known as St. John the Baptist), the Cousin according to
the flesh of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

There are only two other Conceptions which we
celebrate: that of our Lord Himself (the Feast of the
Annunciation — March 25/April 7) and of His Mother,
Mary (The Conception by Righteous Anna of the
Mother of God — December 9/22). The Conception of
our Lord was without a human father. It came about at
the moment that Mary, upon hearing that the Holy
Spirit would come upon her and the power of the Most
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BceBuwHbOro obropHe ii, Bignosina: «f » flocnogHA
paba: Hexalt byge meHi 3rigHo 3 cloBOM TBOIM!»
(Nlykn 1:35-38).

3ayvatTa CBsToro aBotopigHoro bpata
FocnogHboro, IBaHa, TakoXk Byno TaEMHUYE N YyaecHe
(ak 6yno 1 MapiiHe), He B ToMy, LLO He byno TyT
NoACbKOro 6aTbKa, a B TOMY, L0 B 060X LMX Noaiax
6aTbKKM BynK cTapi i Yac 3a4aTTA 1 POAKEHHSA AiTel TMm
Ve aaBHo muHys. batbka Mapii, MpasegHoro
MoaKnma HaBiTb BiIKNHYAM Bif, BUKOHaHHSA 1 0r0
CBALEHNYMX 060B’A3KIB Yepes Te, Lo BBaXKanu Moro
6e34iTHUI CTaH 03HaKoto, Wo bor He Bnoaobas ioro.
Moro cmyToK 3 LbOro NPMBOAY, CNoAYYeHU 3i
CMYTKOM MOT0 ApY*WUHU, NpaBegHOi AHHUM, NPUBIB iX
00 EamHoro nesHoro [xkepena noTilweHHA ana
NPUrHiYeHux i notonTaHmx, ao bora, Akomy BOoHM
HAMNONEr/INBO PILLNAM CAYKUTU Y MPUKPUX Yacax AK i B
pagicHux. | bor Bignosis im AaBLIN iM LiBYMHKY,
MapiliKy, fika NOTiM CTasla CepeHUKOM Pilly4yoro Ta
nepemMoXKHOro BXxoAy B H0ACbKKNIA cBiT bora CuHa,
AAKMI cTaB boroyonosikom, Icycom, yepes fAkoro
BTILLEHHA M BUNIKYBaHHA NPUXOANTD YCiM, LLLO KANYYTb
00 Hboro, i yepes Koro BcesieHHa NepeTBPOOETHCA 3
xaocy (besnapgan) Ha Kocmoc (A0CKoHano
BnopsakosaHe Llapctso Borke).

baTbKa IBaHa, MNpaBegHoro 3axapito, He
HexTyBanu, Ak Moaknma. Lle X y Toii yac, Konu BiH
CNOBHAB CBill CBALLEHMYNI 060B’A30K i NpUBinen
NPUHOCUTU KaaunbHi naxou,i B BisTapi Xpamy
[ocnogHboro B Epycanmmi, Wo Moro HaeicTMB
ApxaHren [aBpuin,- TOM e, WO NOTIM HaBICTUB i
Mapito. laBpwuin ckasas 3axapii, wo bor
no6,1arocnoBuTb MOro i APYKUHY oro, MpaBegHy
€nncaBeTy, CUHOM, AKOrO BOHM MatoTb HA3BaTH
IBaHOM, WO 03Havae «bor — mmunoctusuity. Mommmo
Moro BipHOCTI Ta nocBATM borosi, 3axapito Bce 04HO
TypbyBaB cymHiB. [aBpuin nomiTmB Le i Le gano
NpuBIA Ha We OAHY YyAeCcHy 03HaKy, AKa NpoBicT1Aa
MPULLIECTA Ha CBIT TOrO, AKOTO 3HAaTUMYTb, AK «F0J1I0C
BONitoLWoro B NycTuHi» (Icai 40:3), wob npurotoBUTU
wnsax ana Mecii. 3axapia maB He rOBOPUTU, LOKU
npmnbyae B cBIT 0biTOBaHe YyaecHe AnTA.

High would overshadow her, responded: “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy
word” (Luke 1:35-38).

The conception of our Lord’s holy cousin, John,
was also mysterious and miraculous (as was Mary’s),
not because there was no human father, but because
in both cases the parents were old and long past the
time of child conception and bearing. Mary’s father,
the Righteous Joachim, was actually turned away from
performing his priestly duties because his childless
state was perceived to be a sign of God’s displeasure.
His sorrow at this, coupled with that of his wife, the
Righteous Anna, brought them to the only sure Source
of consolation for the afflicted and downtrodden, God,
Whom they were determined to keep on serving in bad
times as well as good. God’s response was the little
girl, Mary, who became the Vessel of the decisive and
victorious entry into the world of humanity of God the
Son Who became the God-man, Jesus, through Whom
consolation and healing is available to all who call upon
Him and through Whom the universe is being
transformed from chaos to cosmos, the orderly
Kingdom of God.

John's father, the Righteous Zechariah, was not
scorned as Joachim had been. In fact it was while he
was fulfilling his priestly duty and privilege of offering
incense in the Sanctuary of the Temple of the Lord in
Jerusalem, that he was visited by the Archangel
Gabriel, who would later visit Mary. Gabriel told
Zechariah that God would bless him and his wife, the
Righteous Elizabeth, with a son whom they should
name John which means “God is merciful”. In spite of
his faith and dedication to God Zechariah was
nonetheless afflicted by doubt. Gabriel perceived this
and so another miraculous sign was initiated to herald
the coming into the world of the one who would be
known as “the voice of one crying in the wilderness”
(Isaiah 40:3) to prepare the way for the Messiah.
Zechariah would not be able to speak until the
promised miracle-child arrived.

In fact Zechariah began to speak again after his
faithful response to the suggestion that the baby




| cnpaBai 3axapia No4yas 3HOBY rOBOPUTM MicnA
CBOEI BipHOI BiANoOBiAj Ha Nnpono3uuito, Wob Ha3BaTH
OVNTUHY Moro imeHem. BiH Hanucas: «IBaH imeHHA
nomy», cnyxaroumcb npopouTtea lNaspwuina i Bigpasy
CTaB rOBOPUTU — TaKOXK NPOPOLTBOM, MPOCAABAAIOYN
Bora (/lyku 1:67-79). Moro mosyaHHa 6yn0 03HaKolo,
L0 OCb HAAXOAMTb LLLOCb BE/INKE, @ MOro po3moBa
6yna 03HaKo1o, WO MOBYaHHA bora, AK Le BBaXKanu, Ha
3aKMKM NIOACTBA, WO TPUBAa CTONITTAMU OCb-OCb
3aKiHuyeTbCA. AAK npopoKyBas 6ys Manaxia: «l Harno
npubyae ao xpamy Ceoro Focnoab, AKOro WyKaere
Bu... Ocb ige Bin” (3:1).

IKOHa 3a4aTTAa IBAaHOBOrO, AKY TYT NOMILLYEMO,
noaibHa Ao IkoHu 3ayaTTa NpaBegHo AHHOO
MpeceAaToi boropoanui
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/8367250@N03/20724
31685/). Mu 6aunmo B Hili 3axapito i Enncaserty, Aki
npuropTatoTb ogHe ogHoro, 60 K AuTa ue - naig
ntob60oBi Nomixk HUMK Ta borom. A 6insi HUX ocb Te
anTa, popocanit IsaH MpeaTeya, AKMIM TPUMAE CYBIlA,
AKMI NPOronoLuye oro 3BicTKy: «[okalTteca, 60
Habamsmnock LlapctBo Boxke». MNoKkasHHA no-
rpeubKoOMY Lie KMETAHIA», LLLO O3HAYAE «3MiHA
HanpAMKy». LIa IkoHa HeMoB 61 3aK/IMKAE HAC 3MIHUTH
CBili HANPAMOK BifZ, camo3ocepeaKeHoro Ta
€CaMoA0CTaTHbOrO iHAMBIAYaniamy o Bipu Ta ntoboBi,
[0 Mi*KOCOBUCTICHUX BiJHOCMHM, B OCHOBI AKMX Cam
Bor. Mu 6a4Mmo, AK 611M3bKO NPUrOpPHYANUCH 3axapia i
€nncaseTa ogHe A0 OAHOMo — AK AOTUKAKOTbCA iXHi
061muusa. La IKoHa gilicHo 306parKye 3HaYiHHA cnoBa
«ocoba», Wo no-rpeLbKkomy € «npoconoc». Lie
6yKBaNbHO «06aM4uA A0 06anuuax». Ocb Tak OANHML
NnepeTBOpPIOTLCA B 0COBU — CMiNKYBaHHAM OAHe 3
oAHuM y ntobosi Ta Bipi, y nocayci ao bora.

Mwu gakyemo Borosi 3a Moro npeuiHHii gapu, aki
06’aBneHi B n1caHHAX Npo Moro BubpaHL,is i npocumo,
o6 MM Takox MOrM 3pocTatu B 6naroaati Moro
CeaToro [lyxa, nogaHoro Ham Yyepes BTiNEHOro 1
nepemoxHoro CuHa boxoro, Icyca, i, AK 3pocTatoyi
0cobu, NpoAOoBKYBa N NPALLIO NEPETBOPEHHSA LbOro
cBiTy Ha UapcTteo OtuAa i CuHa i CeaTtoro [yxa, EgunHoro
bora. AmiHb.

should be named after him. He wrote: “His name is
John” in obedience to Gabriel’s prophecy and
immediately began to speak — prophetically as well,
praising God (Luke 1:67-79). His silence had been a sign
that something great was coming and his speaking was
a sign that the centuries-long apparent silence of God
to the cries of humanity was at an end. As Malachi had
prophesied: “[T]he Lord, Whom you seek, will suddenly
come to His temple...Behold, He is coming” (3:1).

The Icon of the Conception of John, reproduced
here, is similar to the one of the Conception by
Righteous Anna of the Mother of God
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/8367250@N03/20724
31685/). We see Zechariah and Elizabeth embracing —
the baby is the fruit of the love between them and
God. And beside them is that baby, the adult John the
Forerunner, holding a scroll on which his message is
being proclaimed: “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at
hand”. The Greek word for “repentance” is “metanoia”
which signifies a change of direction. In this Icon the
change of direction, to which we are called, appears as
a call to faith and love — away from self-centred and
self-sufficient individualism, towards inter-personal
relationships centred upon God. See how close
Zechariah and Elizabeth are to each other — how their
faces touch. In fact the Icon illustrates the meaning of
the word “person” — which in Greek is “prosopos”,
literally “face-to-face”. This is how individuals are
transformed into persons — by relating to each other in
love and faith in obedience to God.

We thank God for His precious gifts manifested
in the story of His chosen ones and ask that we, too,
might grow in the grace of His Holy Spirit, given to us
through the incarnate and victorious Son of God, Jesus,
and, as growing persons, continue the work of
transforming this world into the Kingdom of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.
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