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The Beheading of the Holy,
Glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist
John
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«3a npaBagy BUTEpNiBLUK, pagilouu,
6narosicTus TUM, XTO B aai, bora, wo B Tini
AAIBMBCA i rpix cBiTy NpUiAHAB, i W0 NoAaB Ham
NacKy BE/IUKYI0.»

Y cBATKYBaHHI Lboro MpasHuKa, Wo npmMnaaae
11-ro BepecHA (TobTo 29-ro cepnHs Ha
toNniaHCbKOMY KaneHaapi) 6arato Ba*kiMBoro
HaBYaHHA.

Mo-nepue, noaibHo Ak CBATO Bo3aBUMKEHHS
KueoTtBopAworo Xpecrta locnogHboro, wo
npunagace 16 axis nisHiwe, ue CBATO TAaKOX
MicT. Lle yac 4yxoBHOI pagocCTi 3 npusoay
BipPHOCTi Ta repoicTBa Lboro cnasHoro Myxa
Bokoro, asotopiaHoro 6pata Nocnopaa Icyca.
BiH ke nposictus Mpuwects Nocnoga y uewn ceit
NpPOoCTOpY 1 Yacy, a NoTim i Tam, Ae Nnpobysanu
Aywi BCiX, WO nomepaun Big Yacy Agama ax go
moro yacy, ouikytouum Mpuwects Cnacutens,

"Havmg suffered for the truth W|th joy, you
proclaimed to those in hell, God Who
appeared in the flesh, Who takes away the
sin of the world, and grants us great mercy.”

There are important teachings offered by this
Feast, celebrated on September 11 (which is
August 29 on the Julian Calendar).

First, as is the case with the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Life-giving Cross, which
follows 16 days later, the Feast is also a Fast.
It is a time for spiritual joy at the faithfulness
and heroism of this great Man of God, cousin
to Jesus. He it was who proclaimed the
coming of the Lord in this world of space and
time, and then in the place where the souls of
all who had died from the time of Adam to his
day awaited the coming of the Saviour, Who

would destroy hell by His victorious arrival as
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AKUI 3HULWNTE NeKNo CBOIM NEPEMOKHUM
Mpuwectam, sk MepemorkeLb cmepTi 1 rpixa. A
piBHOYACHO Le ¥ Yac NOCTY 1 CMYTKY 3a Fpixu
CBIiTY, B AKOMY NpaBeaHi 1 CBATI Ntoan He pigKo
NPUroTOBAAIOTbL | BUABAAIOTb Nepemory
CnpaBegaMBOCTI 1 NPaBAN CBOEID MYYEHNYOLO
CMepTIO.

Le 1 yac nigTBEpANTM CBATICTb CYyNpPYyKOT
BipHOCTIi — 60  CB. IBaHa apeLwTyBanu i
YMEPTBUAM TOMY, LLLO BiH BifBa*KMBCA AOBECTU
BoJioaapesi, Ipoaosi AHTUNI (He Toit e Ipoa,
AKWIA NoBeniB NOBOUBATK AITOK BihpEEMCHKUX),
LLLO BiH HE MOBUHEH XNUTK 6e3 Wby 3
APY*KUHOO cBoro 6pata MNuanna, NOKMHyBLWN
B/TACHY APYXKMHY, A0UYKY apabCcbKoro Kopons
ApeTn.

Lle TakoXK Yyac npuragatn Hebesneky HagmipHoi
N060BI BTiXxM, 60 X Le ToMy WO A04Ka
Ipogisgmn, Canomis, Tak goroanna lpogosi
CBOIM TaHUEM, WO BiH Tak HeobaymaHo
3aKNABCA i Ue A0Be0 A0 MOro Hakasy 3HATU
ronosy IBaHa. LLboro K BiH cnpaBai He 6axKas,
60 cam BiH TaKOMX LWaHyBaB cnaBHoro MNpopoka.

OTOXK Le Yac TaKoXK Npuragatv Hebesneky
roOpAMHi, iKa CNOHYKYE NHOANHY YUHUTU TE€, YOTO
BOHa cnpaBgi He 6axKa€ Ti/IbKK TOMy, L0 BOHA
HaAaTo ropaa, Wwob ckasatu «A noMuaneca» um
«fA nommnunnaca». Konu 6 lpoa bys npusHaBsca B
TOMY, WO BiH NOMWANBCA, TO BiH HEe MyCiB 61
noTiM NepeXKmneaTu BiNb, LLLO HA MOro X pyKax —
KpoB Takoro MpaBeaHMKa.

Tomy WO Ui rpixm — He YyXKi Hikomy 3 Hac, 60 K
KOKEH 3 Hac MoKe M MiaaaTmca, Mm NocTMMo M
LUYKAEMO NOKAAHHA 3a rpixm, AKi Ham BigoMi, Ta
npocumo bora 4oONOMOrTK Ham yCBIAOMUTM 1
Ti, AKi HaM He BigOMi, X04 AK Le 60anTb. bo
6arkaemo mu 6yTn onpasaaHi HUm e, a He
B/IACHUM MyApYBaHHAM.

A piBHOYacHO mu paaiemo, wo bory Bcbomy gie
Ha fobpo. MyyeHnUTBO |BaHa Aa€ NpuKiag, i
330X0TY yCim, XTO H6arkae byTM nocnigoBHO
BipHMM boroBi y CBOEMY XKUTTA Ta MKUTTEBUX

the Conqueror of Death and Sin. And it is a
time for fasting in sorrow over the sins of the
world where just and holy men, women and
children not infrequently prepare and
proclaim the victory of righteousness and
truth by their martyrdom.

It is a time for affirming the sanctity of marital
fidelity — for St. John was arrested and put to
death because he dared to proclaim to the
ruler, Herod Antipas (not the same Herod
who ordered the massacre of the children of
Bethlehem), that he ought not to be co-
habiting with the wife of this brother, Philip,
forsaking his own wife, the daughter of the
Arabian King Aretas.

It is also a time for recalling the danger of
inordinate love of pleasure for it was because
Herodias’ daughter, Salome, pleased Herod
by her dancing that he made the rash oath
which led to the beheading of John. Herod did
not wish this, for he also honoured the
renowned Prophet.

Thus, it is also a time to recall the danger of
the sort of pride which makes a person do
that which they do not truly wish to do simply
because they are too proud to say: “l was
wrong”. If Herod had admitted that he was
wrong to have made such a rash oath, he
might have been spared the pain of having
the blood of the Holy Man upon his hands.

Because these sins are not foreign to us, for
we are all at risk of giving way to them, we
fast and seek repentance for the sins of which
we are aware, asking God to help us become
aware of those of which we are ignorant,
painful though this may be. For we seek to be
justified by Him and not by our own faulty
rationalizations.

At the same time we rejoice that God brings
good out of everything. John’s martyrdom
gives an example and encouragement to all
who seek to be consistently faithful to God in




BifHOWEHHAX. Bo K Le IBaH ABAAETbCA AiACHO
repoMCbKUM i cUNbHUM, a lpoa, ntognHa 3
3eMHOI0 BN1aZ010, CBOIMM Ainamun ABNAETLCA
AiNCHO cnabKmMm Ta orMgHUM.

lepolicbka cmepTb IBaHa TakoXK Bigkpuaa asepi
Ha 3aBEepPLUEHHSA MOro CAYXKiHHA, TO6TO
nponosigysatu npo MNpuwecta FlocnogHe
XUBUM | MEPTBUM, NPUTOTYBaTU AOPOrYy ANs
Mecii. | BUKOHaBLUM BCE, BiH CTOITb pa3om 3
Mapieto, Marip’to FlocnogHboto nepe,
Mpectonom Llaps Hag uapamm, Wwob
3aCcTynaTUCA 3a Hac, ki CMMPEHHO
HaMaraemocs Hac/ligyBaT MOro nNpuKknag,
HeyXW/IbHOI BiAAaHOCTI NpaBAi Ta NpaBeaHOCTI.

their lives and their relationships. For it is
John who emerges as heroic and powerful
while Herod, the man of earthly power, is
shown to be truly weak and contemptible.

John’s heroic death also opens the way for
the completion of his ministry —to preach the
Coming of the Lord to the living and the dead,
to make a way for the Messiah. And having
accomplished everything he stands together
with Mary, the Lord’s Mother, before the
Throne of the true King of kings, to intercede
for us who strive to humbly follow his
example of uncompromising dedication to
truth and righteousness.




