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«Hapogpa, wo B TeMHOTI cuaiB, CBiTN10
BeJinke nobaums...»

€BaHrenisa, Ky 4MTaEMo B Hepinto no
BorosiBneHHi, - Big Ce. MaTtBisa (4:12-
17). Y Hii BiH BiH UMTY€E NpOpPOLTBO

Icaii (9:2): «Hapog, wo B TEMHOTI Cuais,
CBiT/NI0 Benuke nobaume». TakKnM YMHOM
€BaHrenuncT NigKpecstoe, Wo CNYXiHHSA
locnoaa Icyca, Slkoro xpectmns Cs. IBaH
MpeaTteua (koTporo Ipoa ckopo No LbOMY
YB'A3HUB) - L& CMOBHEHHS npopouTsa. bor
OCTaTO4YHO NPUBOAMB AOBIO XAaHe
cnaciHHg HapoaoBi I3paing i BcboMy
CBIiTOBI.

Tomy 1O CBATO BOrosiBfieHHa TaKoX 3BEMO
CesiToM MNpocBiyeHHs, i konncb 6yB
3BMYaAN XpPeCcTuTn orosoweHunx (Tobto Tmx
KOTpi NpurotoBnsinmcs yBintn B LlepkBy) B
Haseuip’sa uboro Ceata. byno konucoy, Wwo
n CeBsATO PizaBa XpuCTOoBOro CBATKYBa U
pasoM 3 UMM yygoeum CBATOM. Tak
pobnaTtb OpieHTanbHi MNpaBocnasBHi Ao
HUWHI.

“The people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light”

The Gospel reading on the Sunday after
the Theophany is that proclaimed by St.
Matthew (4:12-17). In it he quotes the
prophecy of Isaiah (9:2): “The people
who sat in darkness have seen a great
light”. Thus he shows that the ministry
of Jesus, Who was baptized by St. John
(who was imprisoned by Herod shortly
after that event) was a fulfilment of
prophecy. God was at last bringing the
long-awaited salvation to the people of
Israel and to the world.

Thus, the Feast of Theophany is also
called the Feast of Illumination, and at
one time it was traditional to baptize
catechumens (those preparing to enter
the Church) on the Eve of this festival.
At one time the Feast of the Lord’s
Nativity was celebrated together with
this marvellous Feast - just as the
Oriental Orthodox do to this day.
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A ans CxigHix MNMpaBocnaBHUX FONOBHA
noaisa B ubomy CeaTi — ue OCBSAYEHHS
Boan y Xpami Ta Ha 30BHi, 0cobnmso 6ins
SKOICb BOAW. 3HAYiHHSA LbOro Nofasrac B
TOMY, WO Haw lMocnoab, bor CuH, [pyra
Ocoba MpecesaToi Tponui, AKnn BiYHO
HapoaXyeTbcsa Big OTus, Nnpubys 40 Hac,
SIK CnpaBXHs JliogmHa, wob noKiH4YnTK
Hawe Big4vy>xeHHa Big bora Ta Pato, aKoro
BiH anga Hac nocaaus. BiH He Tinbku
HapoAWBCH, K AOCKOHana JltoanHa, ane
Takox Cebe ineHTUdikye 3 Hamu. Lle x
UMHUTb BiH TUM, WO NpUiMMae xpeLweHHs B
WopaaHi Bia IBaHa, HeMoB 61 MaB BiH
notpeby ounweHHsS.

BiH uboro xx He noTpebyBsa., WO 11 Ni3HaB
IBaH, Konu BiH Nepe4ynB: «5 NOBMHEH
XpecTutuco Big Tebe, i um Tobi npuxoanTu
[0 MeHe?» IcycoBa Bignosigb IBaHoOBI, WO
«TaK roAnTbCs HaM BUMOBHUTU BCIO
npasAy>», NOKa3ye, Wo BiH pobutb ue ansa
Hac a He ansa Cebe. BiH ineHTUdIKYETLCA 3
rpilHUM NOACTBOM, TOMY WO BiH npubys
[0 Hac, wob NoBHICTIO NpUNHATK Ha Cebe
cTaH noAacTBa, Wwob npueectu Moro o
OTus, wob MoxHa 6yno Moro NepeTBopuTH
Ha NIACTBO AOCKOHarne.

Konu Icyc cxoautb y Boaun, BiH npuHOCUTL
Tyam 3 Coboto Tebe 1 MeHe. Lle He BiH unm
OUMLLYETLCA — a TN 1 4. Boga, aky
OCBSIYYEMO — L& BOAA HALIOro OYULLEHHS.
Lle - noyaToK NMOBHOrO BiAHOBNEHHS
CTBOPiHHSA, WO6 cTasno BOHO TUM, 4S9 4Oro
Bor cTBOpMB itoro - LlapcteoM Moro Ha
3eMni, Tak aK y Hebi.

MpaBocnaBHi yBaxatoTb, WO CNACiHHS —
LLe 3pOCTaHHS Yy Uil 4OCKOHAOCTI,
nepeTBOpPEeHHS TEMHOTU Ha CBIiTNO,
nepeTBOPEHHS rPilLHNX Ntogen Ha aiTen
Boxux. Ce. AdaHacih nporonocus y 4-my
cToniTTi, wo «bor ctaB JltoanHoto, W06
noanHa Morna craty boronogibHoto»
(TobTO, BOoXxoto 6narogaTTio TUM, UM bor
€ no Cgoili npupogai).

I Tak HeMae XoAHOi rpaHuui paaocTi,
ntoboB.i, CBiTNY, CAINBHOCTI, SIKi MaKlTb
3BepLUyBaTMCS NoMix Borom i Moro
CTBOpPiHHAM. M1 He TisIbKWU BU3BOJIEHI Bij

For the Eastern Orthodox the main
event of the Feast is the Blessing of
Water - in the Temple and also outside
beside a body of water. The significance
of this is that our Lord, Who is God the
Son, the Second Person of the Trinity
eternally begotten of the Father, has
come to us as a true Human Being, to
end our alienation from God and from
the Paradise which was made for us. He
is not only born as a perfect Human but
also identifies with us. He does so by
being baptized in the Jordan by John,
just as though He Himself had need of
purification.

He had no such need, as John
recognized when he protested: “I need
to be baptized by You, and are You
coming to me?” Jesus’ answer that John
should do it “for thus it is fitting to fulfill
all righteousness”, shows that He was
doing this for us rather than Himself. He
was identifying with sinful humanity
because He had come to take all of the
human condition upon Himself in order
to bring it to the Father so that it could
be transformed into perfect humanity.

When Jesus descends into the waters He
brings with Him you and I. It is not He
Who is purified thereby - it is you and I.
The water we bless is the water of our
purification. It is also the beginning of
the full restoration of creation to what it
was made by God to be - His Kingdom
on earth as it is in Heaven.

The Orthodox view salvation as the
growth into this perfection, the
transformation of darkness into light,
the transformation of sinful humans into
the children of God. St. Athanasius
proclaimed in the 4th century: “God
became man so that man could become
godlike” (that is, by God’s grace what
God is in His nature).

Thus, there is no end to the joy, the
love, the light, the fellowship that is to
come about between God and all His
creation. We are saved not only from




HaWwmuX rpixis, Bi4 HaLIOro NOHUXEHHS, Bifg
Hawoi cabkocTi, BiA HALIOT HECBIAOMOCTI
Ta Hawoi po3nyknu. M cnaceHi ANg XUTTs

our sins, our humiliation, our weakness,
our ignorance, our despair. We are
saved for life in the Kingdom. Thus, in

B LlapctBi Boxxomy. OTOX y Uil xke
€BaHrenii, 9Ky Mn ymtaemo B Hepinto
nicna borosiBNeHHs, MM YyeEMO, K
3aknukae ocnogb Haw Icyc:
«lMokanTecs», TO6TO HaBEPHITLCS BiA
TeMHOTWM Ao boxoro uygosoro Ceitna «60
Habnuaunock LapcTteBo HebecHe!» BoHo
OCb 3apas TyT, 4nsa Toro, wob Mn Mornm
MOro CXonuTn Ta NPURHATK 3 paaicTio Ta
nob6oB’0, Wob Mornm Mu 1oro BTIIKOBATU Y
CBIiTi Takn CbOroaHi. AMiHb

the same Gospel we read on the Sunday
after the Theophany, we hear Jesus say:
“"Repent” - that is turn away from
darkness towards God’s marvellous light
- “for the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand” - it is here and now, ready to be
grasped, ready to be received with joy
and love, so that we may embody it in
the world today. Amen.
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