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Hepinsa Bcix CBATHX

The Sunday of All Saints

Fr. Ihor Kutash - o. Irop Kyram
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«bypbTe cBaTi — 60 A CBATHINN

Heaina nicna MN’'atnaecaTHULi npMcBaYeHa BCim
CBATUM, TUM NPO AKMX 3HAIOTb N0AM, AK | TUM (a iX
AayKe b6araTo), AkKi Bigomi Tinbkn Camomy Bory. CaTi
3aBXAan bynn a NoxoaaTb BOHM 3 YCiX 3aKyTUH 3eMili.
BoHu — Anoctonu, My4deHuku, NMpopoku, lepapxu,
MoHaxu Ta lNpaBeaHUKK, ane BCi BOHU JOCKOHANICTb
3006ynu Big TOro K camoro Ceatoro [yxa.

Le € npuunHoto, Yomy lfocnogb Haw Icyc Xpucroc
nocnae Ham [lyxa Ceatoro Big Ceoro OtuAa. 3wecTA
CeaToro [lyxa Aa€ Ham 3MOry NiAHATUCA NOHAL CBilt
ynaBLUMI CTaH i 3000yTH CBATICTb, | TaK CNOBHIOBATH
3anoBiab boxy «byabTe cBATI — 60 K A CBATUINY
(NeswnT 11:44, 1 Netpa 1:16, i.1.4.). MU HikoAKn He
NOBUHHI 3a40BONIbHATUCS BYTM TUM, UM MUK Bynun Ao
Luboro. Mu NOKAMKaHI NOCTIMHO NigHIMaTKCA, AK Hac
3aK/IMKaB CBOIM OCTaHHIM Bigamxom Cs. OTeub
Mpuropin Manama, rosopauu: «[lo sepwmnn! o
BepwuH»: (aus.).

HixTo He noBMHeH cebe NpuUmMipATM [0 iHWKX ftogen,
0C06/IMBO [0 TUX, AKUX YBAXKAEMO HUKYMMM Big, Hac.
Hi, Haw 3pasok, Ao KoTporo mu noBuHHi cebe

“Be Holy for I am Holy”

The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All
Saints, both those who are known to us, and those —
an enormous number - who are known only to God.
There have been Saints at all times and they have
come from every corner of the earth. They were
Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, Monastics
and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same
Holy Spirit.

In fact this is why the Holy Spirit was sent to us by
Our Lord Jesus from the Father. The Descent of the
Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above our
fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby fulfilling
God's directive to "be holy, for | am holy" (Lev. 11:44,
1 Peter 1:16, etc.). No one should be content to
remain as he or she is. We are all called upon to
continually move on up to the heights, as one of the
Holy Ones we have been speaking about, St. Gregory
Palamas, challenged us to do with his dying breath:
(see) .

No one ought to be simply measuring himself or
herself against other people and being content to be
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NPUMIpPATH, AKLWO KOHYe Le pobutn — Cam bor!
CBivKa BMIIA4AE MEHLU YMM MIKPOCKONIYHA B
NopiBHAHHI A0 NoTy*KHoro CoHLA, asie BOHa Ma€
CMiNbHY 3 HUM AKICTb — BOHA CBIiTUTb, OCBIYYE, rpie Ta
3aCNOKOOE. A TaKOXK BOHA MOXKE 3anasitoBaTH iHLUi
CBiYKM. Lle »K Te, 4O 4YOro NOKANKaHI BCi
nocnigoBHMKK Icycal

| € pagictb y ubomMy! € TaKoXK i CMYTOK, TOMY LLIO
6a4MMOo NOCTINHO, AK AANEKO HAam A0 L,bOoro
igeanbHOro CTaHy, 40 AKOro MM NMOKAUKaHI. Ane uei
CMYTOK — B/1aXKeHHWI, NoAibHOo SK cnpara AloAnHM,
AKA MAa€ HaNUTUCA 3i CKAAHKKU CBiXOI X0N104HOI BOAM.
BoHa paga, wo byna cnparna, 60 X iHaKwe He
Biguyna 6 uiei BTixn. Llelt akT nutn Boay byBs 6m
Ma/l03Ha4YHMI ana Hel 6e3 aincHoi, mnbokoi cnparu.

CeAaTo Bcix CBATUX Ma€E CBOT KOpeHi B rNBUHI BiKiB,
AK Big3HA4YeHHA BCiX MyyeHuKiB. A noTim nowunpunm
Moro, Wob BKAKOYA/IO BCiX YOJIOBIKIB i KiHOK, sKi
CBig4YMAN NPo XpUCTa CBOIM NPABEAHUM XUTTAM,
HaBITb AKLLO HEe NPOANBAJIN BOHW CBOEI KPOBI 33
Hboro.

OauH 3 Tponapis Ycim CBATMM NuLe Tak: «ANOCTONN,
MyueHukn, NMpopoku, Ceatuteni, CeATi i
MpaBegHuKn! 3mararoumce 4OO6PUM 3MaraHHAM i
3aTpumaslum Bipy maeTe Bu BigBary nepep,
Cnacutenem. Monitbca A0 Hboro 3a Hac, npocMmo,
60 BiH Jobpwuii, wob cnac BiH aywi Hawwi.»

Haragyemo, Wo mu He nnLle NOKAWKaHi 6yTu
CBATUMM, ane wo CBATI NOCTIMHO HEBUAMMO HAC
OTOUYIOTb — He A5 Toro, Wob Hac 3acyayKyBaTu, ane
o6 Hac 3axMwWwaTK 1 NiaTpUMyBaTU CBOIMM
MonuTeBamu, Wob i M1 MOMIN NPUEAHATUCA A0
ixHboro 6naxkeHHoro Bpatepcrtsa (EBpeis 12:1)..

Xou yci KaTeropii CBATUX 3ragaHi B ubomy Tponapi
BiLOMi Ham, KaTeropia «lpaBegHUKN» MOXKe
HaWuiKaBiwa - i 4OCTynHa Ham. BoHa BLIAHOBYE THX,
AKi, XO4 HE My4YeHi i He omepTBAEeHI 3a IXHE
CBigYeHHA Npo XpuCTa, ane K BOHWU Hamaraamnca ycim
YUM TiNIbKK Bynn 0b6aapoBaHi, Wwob sigaatv Borosi
4ap CMUPEHHOTO, LWeAPOro, rapHOro XUTTA.

CeATo Bcix CBATUX CTaNo AyXKe Barommm y 9-my Biu,
B Yaci BONOAiHHA Bi3aHTiNCcbKOro imnepaTopa flesa VI
Mygporo (886-911). Moro apyuHa, CaTa
Imnepatpuua ®eodaHia (16/29 rpyaHs) xuna B CBiTi,
asie MMpPCbKi pedi He Tpumanu ii. BoHa byna weapum

better than the ones we perceive to be less than
ourselves. Our standard is God Himself! A candle
may appear to be less than microscopic in
comparison with the mighty Sun, but it shares the
Sun’s quality of being able to shine, to give light, to
give warmth and to give comfort. And also to light
other candles! This is what all followers of Jesus are
called to do!

There is a joy in being so linked and so challenged!
There is also a sadness, because we frequently
(perhaps even continually) see how far we are from
this ideal state to which we are called. But thisis a
blessed sadness, like the thirst of someone who is
about to drink a glass of cool fresh water —they are
happy to have been thirsty, for that wonderful
pleasure of having one’s thirst so quenched would
not be unless they were thirsty to begin with.

The Feast of All Saints may have originated at an
early date, perhaps as a celebration of all Martyrs.
Eventually it was broadened to include all men and
women who had borne witness to Christ by their
virtuous lives, even if they did not shed their blood
for Him.

A Troparion to All Saints goes thus: “Apostles,
Martyrs, and Prophets, holy Hierarchs, Saints and
Righteous, having fought the good fight and kept the
faith you have boldness towards the Savior.
Intercede for us with Him, for He is good, we pray,
that He may save our souls.”

We are reminded that not only are we called to be
holy, but that the Holy Ones continually accompany
and surround us invisibly — not to judge and
condemn us, but to pray and intercede for us so that
we may join their blessed company (Hebrews 12:1).

While all the categories of Saints listed in that
Troparion are familiar to us, the category of “the
Righteous” may be most interesting — and accessible
to us. It honours those who may not be tortured or
put to death for bearing witness to Jesus, but who
strive with all that is available to them to offer God
the gift of humble, generous, lovely lives.

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in
the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine
Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the
Holy Empress Theophano (December 16/29) lived in




NOMIYHUKOM YOOrMM fAK i Weapmum OMiKyHOM
MoHacTmpis. BoHa 6yna cnpaBXHboto maTip’to ana
CBOIX NiaBnagHuX, Ab6ana 3a BAiB i cUpIT i
3aCNOKOIOBasa 3aCMyYEHMUX.

HagiTb nepepn cmepTio CB. PeodaHii B p. 893-my un
894-my, ii My noyas byaysaTi Xpam 3 Hamipom
NPUCBATUTU NOrO ii, ane BOHA oMy 3abOpoHsaNa B
ubomy. Llel xe imnepatop HaKasas, Wob Heainto
nicna N'aTmaecaTHUL npuceaTuan Beim CeaTum.
Byayuv BNneBHEHUM, WO MOro APY*KUHA — OA4Ha 3
MpaseaHuX, BiH 3HaB, WO BCIOAM, Ae BiA3HAYATUMYTb
CeaTo Bcix CBaTux — Tam 6yayTb Big3HayaTu i ii cBaTy
nam’sTo.

[aBaiiTe, byaemo 1 M1 NparHyT1 Takoi NpaBeaHoCTi
3 BAAYHOI Nt0b60Bi go focnoaa, AKUIA Tak Wweapo
06aapoBye Hac ycim noTpibHUm — i HabaraTo,
HabaraTo binbwe! AmiHb.

the world, but was not attached to worldly things.
She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was
generous to the Monasteries. She was a true mother
to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and
consoling the sorrowful.

Even before the death of St. Theophano in 893 or
894, her husband started to build a church, intending
to dedicate it to Theophano, but she forbade him to
do so. It was this emperor who decreed that the
Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints.
Believing that his wife was one of the Righteous, he
knew that she would also be honoured whenever
the Feast of All Saints was celebrated.

May we also aspire to such righteousness out of
grateful love to the Lord Who so abundantly gives us
all that we need and ever so much more! Amen.
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