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It is with burdened and painful heart that the entire world is
witnessing the drama of the tragic earthquake, which over the last
days has afflicted Japan and cost numerous lives of our brothers and
sisters. Moreover, it is with much anguish and sorrow that we behold
the related devastation in the Land of the Rising Sun as well as in
other nations of the Pacific. Every corner of the planet is offering
prayers both for the repose of the departed souls and for the support
of those who continue to be grieved and imperiled by the ensuing
seismic tremors and ferocious tsunami. Lamentably, yet another
calamitous consequence has struck the region with the explosion of
the nuclear plant at Fukushima, rendering still more frightening the
recent nightmare in Japan.

The disastrous ramifications of this event will become more
evident over the next days. Of course, with regard to the earthquake,
no human response is adequate. The causes and results eclipse
human words. Nevertheless, with regard to the explosion of the
nuclear reactor and the aftermath of a nuclear adversity, there is
indeed a response that we are called to make. With all due respect to
the science and technology of nuclear energy and for the sake of the
survival of the human race, we counter-propose the safer green
forms of energy, which both moderately preserve our natural
resources and mindfully serve our human needs.

Our Creator granted us the gifts of the sun, wind, water and
ocean, all of which may safely and sufficiently provide energy.
Ecologically-friendly science and technology has discovered ways
and means of producing sustainable forms of energy for our
ecosystem. Therefore, we ask: Why do we persist in adopting such
dangerous sources of energy? Are we so arrogant as to compete with



and exploit nature? Yet, we know that nature invariably seeks
revenge.

From the Ecumenical Patriarchate, we raise fervent prayers for
our beloved Japanese people for the trial and tribulation it currently
faces, while at the same time passionately appeal to all those
responsible for a reconsideration of the nuclear policy of nations
throughout the world.



